
Q 
Q.B. An abbreviation of "Queen's Bench." 

Q.B.D. An abbreviation of "Queen's Bench Division." 

Q.C. An abbreviation of "Queen's Counsel." 

Q.C.F. An abbreviation of "quare clausum fregit" (q.v.). 

Q.D. An abbreviation of "quasi dicat," as if he should 
say. 

Q.E.D. Abbreviation for quod erat demonstrandum, 
which refers to that which was to be proved. Used in 
mathematics at end of proof. 

Q.E.N. An abbreviation of "quare executionem non," 
wherefore execution [should] not [be issued]. 

Q.S. An abbreviation for "Quarter Sessions." 

Q.T. An abbreviation of "qui tam" (q.v.). 

Q-TIP trust. Refers to qualified terminal interest prop­
erty trust. A type of marital deduction bequest in 
which the surviving spouse receives all of the income for 
life but is not given a general power of appointment. 
Property qualifies for marital deduction only to the 
extent that the executor so elects on the Federal estate 
tax return. I.R.C. § 2056(b)(7)(B)(i)(III). The Economic 
Recovery Tax Act of 1981 (ERTA) qualified the Q-TIP 
trust for the marital deduction. 

Qua Ikwey I. Lat. Considered as; in the character or 
capacity of. For example, "the trustee qua trustee [that 
is, in his character as trustee] is not liable," etc. 

Quack. A pretender to medical skill which he does not 
possess; one who practices as a physician or surgeon 
without adequate experience or due qualification. 

Quacunque via data Ikweyk�IJkwiy vay� deyt�/. Lat. 
Whichever way you take it. 

Quadragesima Ikwodr�jez�m�/. Lat. The fortieth. 
The first Sunday in Lent is so called because it is about 
the fortieth day before Easter. 

Quadragesimals IkwOdr�jez�m�lzl. Offerings formerly 
made, on Mid-Lent Sunday, to the mother church. 

Quadrant Ikw6dr�nt/. An angular measure of ninety 
degrees. One of the quarters created by two intersect­
ing roads or streets. 

Quadriennium Ikwodr(iy)en(i)y�m/. Lat. In the civil 
law, the four-year course of study required to be pursued 
by law-students before they were qualified to study the 
Code or collection of imperial constitutions. 

Quadripartite IkwOdr�partayt/. Divided into four 
parts. A term applied in conveyancing to an indenture 
executed in four parts. 

Quadruplatores Ikwodr�pl�t6riyzl. Lat. In Roman 
law, informers who, if their information were followed 
by conviction, had the fourth part of the confiscated 
goods for their trouble. 

Quadruplicatio Ikwodr�pl�keysh(iy)ow/. Lat. In the 
civil law, a pleading on the part of a defendant, corre­
sponding to the rebutter at common law. The third 
pleading on the part of the defendant. 

Quadruplication Ikwodr�pl�keysh�n/. A pleading in 
admiralty, third in order after a replication; now obso­
lete. Formerly this word was used instead of surrebut­
ter. 

Qure ab hostibus capiuntur, statim capientium fiunt 

Ikwiy reb (h)6st�b�s krepiy�nt�r, steyt�m krepiyen­
sh(iy)�m fay�nt/. Things which are taken from enemies 
immediately become the property of the captors. 

Qure ab initio inutilis fuit institutio, ex post facto 
convalescere non potest Ikwiy reb �nish(iy)ow 
inyuwt�bs f(y)uw�t inst�t(y)uwsh(iy)ow, eks powst 
frektow konv�les�riy non p6wt�st/. An institution 
which was at the beginning of no use or force cannot 
acquire force from after matter. 

Qure ab initio non valent, ex post facto convalescere 

non possunt Ikwiy reb �nish(iy)ow non vrel�nt, eks 
powst frektow konv�les�riy non p6s�nt/. Things invalid 
from the beginning cannot be made valid by subsequent 
act. 

Qure accessionum locum obtinent, extinguuntur cum 

principales res peremptre fuerint Ikwiy �ksesiy6wn�m 
16wk�m 6bt�n�nt, ekstiIJgw�nt�r k�m prins�peyliyz riyz 
p�rem(p)tiy f(y)uw�rint/. Things which hold the place 
of accessories are extinguished when the principal 
things are destroyed. 

Qure ad unum finem loquuta sunt, non debent ad 
alium detorqueri Ikwiy red yuwn�m fayn�m l�kyuwt� 
s�nt, non deb�nt red eyliy�m diytorkwiray I. Those 
words which are spoken to one end ought not to be 
perverted to another. 

Qure cohrerent personre a persona separari nequeunt 

Ikwiy k�hir�nt p�rs6wniy ey p�rs6wn� sep�reray nek­
wiy�nt/. Things which cohere to, or are closely connect­
ed with, the person, cannot be separated from the per­
son. 
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Qure communi lege derogant stricte interpretantur 
Ikwiy k�myuwnay liyjiy der�g�nt striktiy �n­
t�rpr�trent�r/. [Statutes] which derogate from the com­
mon law are strictly interpreted. 

Qure contra rationem juris introducta sunt, non de­
bent trahi in consequentiam Ikwiy kontr� 
rreshiyown�m jur�s intr�d�kt� s:lnt, non deb�nt treyhay 
in kons�kwensh(iy)�m/. Things introduced contrary to 
the reason of law ought not to be drawn into a prece­
dent. 

Qurecunque intra rationem legis invenhmtur intra 
legem ipsam esse judicantur Ikwiyk�IJkwiy intr� 
rreshiyown�m liyj�s inviyniy�nt�r intr� liyj�m ips�m esiy 
juwd�krent�r/. Things which are found within the rea­
son of a law are supposed to be within the law itself. 

Qure dubitationis causa tollendre inseruntur commu­
nem legem non lredunt Ikwiy d(y)uwb�teyshiyown�s 

. koz� tolendiy ins�r�nt�r, k�myuwn�m liyj�m non 
liyd�ntl. Things which are inserted for the purpose of 
removing doubt hurt not the common law. 

Qure dubitationis tollendre causa contractibus inser­
untur, jus commune non lredunt Ikwiy d(y)uwb�tey­
shiyown�s tolendiy koz� k�ntrrekt�b�s ins�r�nt�r, j�s 
k�myuwniy non liyd�nt/. Particular clauses inserted in 
agreements to avoid doubts and ambiguity do not preju­
dice the general law. 

Qure est eadem Ikwiy est iyeyd�m/. Lat. Which is the 
same. Words used for alleging that the trespass or 
other fact mentioned in the plea is the same as that laid 
in the declaration, where, from the circumstances, there 
is an apparent difference between the two. 

Qure incontinenti fiunt inesse videntur Ikwiy inkon­
t�nentay fay�nt inesiy v�dent�r I. Things which are 
done incontinently [or simultaneously with an act] are 
supposed to be inherent [in it; to be a constituent part of 
it]. 

Qure in curia regis acta sunt rite agi prresumuntur 
Ikwiy in kyuriy� riyj�s rekt� s:lnt raytiy eyjay priyz(y)�­
m�nt�r/. Things done in the king's court are presumed 
to be rightly done. 

Qure in partes dividi nequeunt solida a singulis 
prrestantur Ikwiy in partiyz d�vayday nekwiy�nt sol�d� 
ey siIJgy�l�s pr�strent�r/. Services which are incapable 
of division are to be performed in whole by each individ­
ual. 

Qure inter alios acta sunt nemini nocere debent, sed 
prodesse possunt Ikwiy int�r reliyows rekt� s:lnt 
nem�nay nos�riy deb�nt, sed prowdesiy pos�ntl. Trans­
actions between strangers ought to hurt no man, but 
may benefit. 

QUa! in testamento ita sunt scripta ut intelligi non 
possint, perinde sunt ac si scripta non essent Ikwiy 
in test�mentow ayt� s:lnt skript� :It intel�jay non pos�nt, 
p�rindiy s:lnt rek say skript� non es�ntl. Things which 
are so written in a will that they cannot be understood, 
are the same as if they had not been written at all. 

QU£ PLURA 

QUa! legi communi derogant non sunt trahenda in 
exemplum Ikwiy liyjay k�myuwnay der�g�nt non s:lnt 
tr�hend� in �gzempl�m/. Things derogatory to the com­
mon law are not to be drawn into precedent. 

Qure legi communi derogant stricte interpretantur 
Ikwiy liyjay k�myuwnay der�g�nt striktiy 
int:lrpr�trent�r/. Those things which are derogatory to 
the common law are to be strictly interpreted. 

Qurelibet concessio domini regis capi debet stricte 
contra dominum regem, quando potest intelligi dua­
bus viis Ikwiybb�t k�nsesh(iy)ow dom�nay riyj�s krepay 
deb�t striktiy kontr� dom�n�m riyj�m, kwondow powt�st 
intel�jay d(y)uweyb�s vay�s/. Every grant of our lord 
the king ought to be taken strictly against our lord the 
king, when it can be understood in two ways. 

Qurelibet concessio fortissime contra donatorem in­
terpretanda est Ikwiyl�b�t k�nsesh(iy)ow fortis�miy 
kontr� down�tor�m int:lrpr�trend� est/. Every grant is 
to be interpreted most strongly against the grantor. 

Qurelibet jurisdictio cancellos suos habet Ikwiyl�b�t 
jur�sdiksh(iy)ow krenselows s(y)uwows heyb�tI. Every 
jurisdiction has its own bounds. 

Qurelibet pardonatio debet capi secundum intention­
em regis, et non ad deceptionem regis Ikwiyl�b�t 
pard�neysh(iy)ow deb�t krepay s�k�nd�m intenshiy­
own�m riyj�s et non red d�sepshiyown�m riyj�s/. Every 
pardon ought to be taken according to the intention of 
the king, and not to the deception of the king. 

Qurelibet prena corporalis, quamvis minima, major 
est qualibet prena pecuniaria Ikwiyl�b�t piyn� 
korp�reyl�s, kwremvis min�m�, meyj�r est kweyl�b�t 
piyn� p�kyuwniyeriy�/. Every corporal punishment, al­
though the very least, is greater than any pecuniary 
punishment. 

Qure mala sunt inchoata in principio vix bono pera­
guntur exitu Ikwiy mrel� s;}nt inkoweyt� in prinsipiyow 
viks bownow p;}r�g�nt�r egz�t(y)uw/. Things bad in 
principle at the commencement seldom achieve a good 
end. 

Qure nihil frustra Ikwiy nay(h)�l fr�str�/. Lat. Which 
[does or requires] nothing in vain. Which requires noth­
ing to be done, that is, to no purpose. 

Qure non fieri debent, facta, valent Ikwiy non fay�ray 
deb�nt, frekt�, vrel�nt/. Things which ought not to be 
done are held valid when they have been done. 

Qure non valeant singula, juncta juvant Ikwiy non 
vreliy�nt siIJgy�b, j�IJkt� juwvrentl. Things which do not 
avail when separate, when joined avail. 

Qure plura Ikwiy pl(y)ur�/. Lat. In old English prac­
tice, a writ which lay where an inquisition had been 
made by an escheator in any county of such lands or 
tenements as any man died seised of, and all that was in 
his possession was imagined not to be found by the 
office; the writ commanding the escheator to inquire 
what more (qure plura) lands and tenements the party 
held on the day when he died, etc. 



QU£RE 

Qure prreter consuetudinem et morem majorum fiunt 
neque placent neque recta videntur Ikwiy priyt::lr 
konsw::lt(y)uwd::ln::lm et mor::lm m::ljor::lm faY::lnt nekwiy 
phes::lnt nekwiy rekt::l v::ldent::lr I. Things which are done 
contrary to the custom of our ancestors neither please 
nor appear right. 

Qure propter necessitatem recepta sunt, non debent 
in argumentum trahi Ikwiy propt::lr n::lses::lteyt::lm 
r::lsept::l s;lnt, non deb::lnt in argy::lment::lm treyhay I. 
Things which are admitted on the ground of necessity 
ought not to be drawn into question. 

Qureras de dubiis legem bene discere si vis Ikwir::ls 
diy d(y)uwbiY::ls, liyj::lm biyniy dis::lriy say visl. Inquire 
into doubtful points if you wish to understand the law 
well. 

Qurere Ikwiriy I. A query; question; doubt. This word, 
occurring in the syllabus of a reported case or elsewhere, 
shows that a question is propounded as to what follows, 
or that the particular rule, decision, or statement is 
considered as open to question. 

Qurere de dubiis, quia per rationes pervenitur ad 
legitimam rationem Ikwiriy diy d(y)uwbiY::ls, kwaY::l p;lr 
rreshiyowniyz p::lrven::lt::lr red l::ljit::lm::lm rreshiyow­
n::lm/. Inquire into doubtful points, because by reason­
ing we arrive at legal reason. 

Qurerens Ikwirenz/. Lat. A plaintiff; the plaintiff. 

Qurerens nihil capiat per billam Ikwirenz nay(h)::ll 
krepiY::lt p;lr bi1::lm/. The plaintiff shall take nothing by 
his bill. A form of judgment for the defendant. 

Qurerens non invenit plegium IkwireIiz non inviyn::lt 
plej(iY)::lm/. L. Lat. The plaintiff did not find a pledge. 
A return formerly made by a sheriff to a writ requiring 
him to take security of the plaintiff to prosecute his 
claim. 

Qurerere dat sapere qure sunt legitima vere Ikwir::lriy 
dret srep::lriy kwiy s:)nt l::ljit::lm::l viriy I. To inquire into 
them, is the way to know what things are truly lawful. 

Qure rerum natura prohibentur nulla lege confirmata 
sunt Ikwiy rir::lm n::ltyur::l prow(h)::lbent::lr n:)l::l liyjiy 
konf::lrmeyt::l s;lntl. Things which are forbidden by the 
nature of things are [can be] confirmed by no law. 
Positive laws are framed after the laws of nature and 
reason. 

Qure singula non prosunt, juncta juvant Ikwiy siIJgy::ll::l 
non prows;lnt, j:)IJkt::l juwvrent/. Things which taken 
singly are of no avail afford help when taken together. 

Quresta Ikwiyst::l/. An indulgence or remission of pen­
ance, authorized by the Pope. 

Qurestio Ikwest(i)you/. Medieval law. The question; 
the torture; inquiry or inquisition by inflicting the 
torture. 

Roman law. Anciently a species of commission grant­
ed by the comitia to one or more persons for the purpose 
of inquiring into some crime or public offense and re­
porting thereon. In later times, the qurestio came to 
exercise plenary criminal jurisdiction, even to pronounc-
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ing sentence, and then was appointed periodically, and 
eventually became a permanent commission or regular 
criminal tribunal, and was then called "qurestio perpe­
tua." 

Cadit qurestio. The question falls; the discussion ends; 
there is no room for further argument. 

Qurestio vexata. A vexed question or mooted point; a 
question often agitated or discussed but not determined; 
a question or point which has been differently decided, 
and so left doubtful. 

Qurestionarii Ikwest(i)Y::lneriyay I. Those who carried 
quresta about from door to door. 

Qurestiones perpeture Ikwest(i)youwniyz p::lrpetyuwiy I. 
In Roman law, were commissions (or courts) of inquisi­
tion into crimes alleged to have been committed. They 
were called "perpeture," to distinguish them from occa­
sional inquisitions, and because they were permanent 
courts for the trial of offenders. 

Qurestor Ikwestor I. Lat. A Roman magistrate, whose 
office it was to collect the public revenue. 

Qurestores classici Ikwestoriyz klres::lsay I. Lat. In Ro­
man law, officers entrusted with the care of the public 
money. Their duties consisted in making the necessary 
payments from the rerarium, and receiving the public 
revenues. Of both they had to keep correct accounts in 
their tabulre publicre. Demands which anyone might 
have on the rerarium, and outstanding debts were like­
wise registered by them. Fines to be paid to the public 
treasury were registered and exacted by them. They 
were likewise to provide proper accommodations for 
foreign ambassadors and such persons as were connect­
ed with the republic by ties of public hospitality. Last­
ly, they were charged with the care of the burials and 
monuments of distinguished men, the expenses for 
which had been decreed by the senate to be paid by the 
treasury. Their number at first was confined to two; 
but this was afterwards increased as the empire became 
extended. There were qurestors of cities and of prov­
inces, and qurestors of the army; the latter were in fact 
paymasters. 

Qurestores parricidii Ikwestoriyz prer::lsaydiyay I. See 
Questores parricidii. 

Qurestor sacri palatii Ikwestor srekray p::lleyshiyay I. 
Qurestor of the sacred palace. An officer of the imperial 
court at Constantinople, with powers and duties resem­
bling those of a chancellor. 

Qurestus Ikwest::ls/. L. Lat. That estate which a man 
has by acquisition or purchase, in contradistinction to 
"hrereditas, " which is what he has by descent. 

Qure sunt minoris culpre sunt majoris infamire Ikwiy 
s;lnt m::lnor::ls k:)lpiy s;lnt m::ljor::ls infeymiyiy I. [Of­
fenses] which are of a lower grade of guilt are of a 
higher degree of infamy. 

Quale jus Ikwoliy j:)s/. Lat. In old English law, a 
judicial writ; which lay where a man of religion had 
judgment to recover land before execution was made of 
the judgment. It went forth to the escheator between 
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judgment and execution, to inquire what right the reli­
gious person had to recover, or whether the judgment 
was obtained by the collusion of the parties, to the 
intent that the lord might not be defrauded. 

Qualification. The possession by an individual of the 
qualities, properties, or circumstances, natural or adven­
titious, which are inherently or legally necessary to 
render him eligible to fill an office or to perform a 
public duty or function. Thus, a "qualified voter" is one 
who meets the residency, age, and registration require­
ments. 

Also, a modification or limitation of terms or lan­
guage; usually intended by way of restriction of expres­
sions which, by reason of their generality, would carry a 
larger meaning than was designed. 

See also Qualified. 

Qualified. Adapted; fitted; entitled; susceptible; capa­
ble; competent; fitting; possessing legal power or capac­
ity; eligible; as a "qualified voter" (q.v.). Applied to one 
who has taken the steps to prepare himself for an 
appointment or office, as by taking oath, giving bond, 
etc. One who has a particular status through some 
endowment, acquisition, or achievement, or it may de­
scribe one who has obtained appropriate legal power or 
capacity by taking an oath, completing a form, or com­
plying with some other routine requirement. Lehner v. 
Crane Co., D.C.Pa., 448 F.Supp. 1127, 1135. One who 
has mental or physical ability to perform requirements 
of job, office, or the like. Also means limited; restrict­
ed; confined; modified; imperfect; or temporary. 

As to qualified Acceptance; Estate; Fee; Indorsement; 

Nuisance; Oath; Property; Profit-sharing plan, see those 
titles. See also Capacity; Competency; Duly qualified; 
Eligible. 

Qualified elector. A person who is legally qualified to 
vote. See also Qualified voter. 

Qualified immunity. See Immunity. 

Qualified opinion. A statement in an audit report 
accompanying financial statements which expresses ex­
ceptions or qualifications to certain items in financial 
statements. 

Qualified pension plans. See Pension plan. 

Qualified privilege. One defense to prima facie case of 
defamation is "qualified privilege," also referred to as 
conditional privilege, in which interest that defendant is 
seeking to vindicate is conditioned upon publication in 
reasonable manner and for proper purpose. Hahn v. 
Kotten, 43 Ohio St.2d 273, 331 N.E.2d 713, 717. "Abso­
lute privilege" renders defendant absolutely immune 
from civil liability for his defamatory statements, while 
"qualified privilege" protects defendant from liability 
only if he uttered defamatory statements without actual 
malice. Martinez v. Cardwell, 25 Ariz.App. 253, 542 
P.2d 1133, 1135. See also Privilege. 

Qualified stock option. An option to purchase shares 
awarded to an employee of the corporation under terms 

QUAMDIU SE BENE GESSERIT 

that qualify the option for special tax' treatment under 
the Internal Revenue Code. 

Qualified terminable interest property (Q-TIP). See 
O-TIP trust. 

Qualified voter. A legal voter. A person qualified to 
vote generally; i.e. one who meets the residency, age, 
and registration requirements. One having constitu­
tional qualifications for privilege, who is duly registered 
pursuant to law, and has present right to vote at elec­
tion being held. State ex reI. Burke v. Campbell, Mo. 
App., 542 S.W.2d 355, 357. 

Qualify. To make one's self fit or prepared to exercise a 
right, office, or franchise. To take the steps necessary 
to prepare one's self for an office or appointment, as by 
taking oath, giving bond, etc. Also to limit; to modify; 
to restrict. Thus, it is said that one section of a statute 
qualifies another. 

Qualifying share. A share of common stock owned by a 
person in order to qualify as a director of the issuing 
corporation in a corporation that requires directors to be 
shareholders. 

Qualitas qure inesse debet, facile prresumitur 
Ikw61�tres kwiy inesiy deb�t, fres�liy pr�z(y)uwm�t�r/. A 
quality which ought to form a part is easily presumed. 

Quality. Quality is descriptive of organic composition of 
substance, expressed in definite quantitative units, and 
definitive of character, nature and decree of excellence 
of an article. Dean Rubber Mfg. Co. v. U. S., C.A.Mo., 
356 F.2d 161, 163. In respect to persons, this term 
denotes comparative rank; state or condition in relation 
to others; social or civil position or class. In pleading, it 
means an attribute or characteristic by which one thing 
is distinguished from another. Adoptiveness, suitable­
ness, fitness; grade; condition. Within food adultera­
tion statute means character or nature, as belonging to 
or distinguishing a thing, or character with respect to 
excellence, fineness, etc., or grade of excellence. People 
v. Enders, 38 Misc.2d 746, 237 N.Y.S.2d 879, 888, 889. 

Quality of estate. The period when, and the manner in 
which, the right of enjoying an estate is exercised. It is 
of two kinds: (1) The period when the right of enjoying 
an estate is conferred upon the owner, whether at 
present or in future; and (2) the manner in which the 
owner's right of enjoyment of his estate is to be exer­
cised, whether solely, jointly, in common, or in coparcen­
ary. 

Quamdiu Ikwremdiyuw I. Lat. As long as; so long as. 
A word of limitation in old conveyances. 

Quamdiu se bene gesserit Ikwremdiyuw siy biyniy 
jes�r�tI. As long as he shall behave himself well; dur­
ing good behavior; a clause frequent in letters patent or 
grants of certain offices, to secure them so long as the 
persons to whom they are granted shall not be guilty of 
abusing them, the opposite clause being "durante bene 
placito" (during the pleasure of the grantor). 

Quam longum debet esse rationabile tempus non 
def'mitur in lege, sed pendet ex discretione justiciar-



QUAM RATIONABILIS DEBET 

iorum Ikwrem'lolJg;)m deb;)t esiy rresh;)neyb;)liy temp;)s 
non d;)fin;)t;)r in liyjiy, sed pend;)t eks d;)skreshiyowniy 
j;)stishiyeriyor;)m/. How long reasonable time ought to 
be is not defined by law, but depends upon the discretion 
of the judges. 

Quam rationabilis debet esse finis, non deimitur, sed 
omnibus circumstantiis inspectis pendet ex justici­
ariorum discretione Ikwrem rresh;)neyb;)l;)s deb;)t esiy 
fayn;)s, non d;)fin;)t;)r, set omn;)b;)s s:}rk;)mstrenshiy;)s 
;)nspekt;)s pend;)t eks j;)stishiyeriyor;)m d;)skresh­
iyowniy I. What a reasonable fine ought to be is not 
defined, but is left to the discretion of the judges, all the 
circumstances being considered. 

Quamvis aliquid per se non sit malum, tamen, si sit 
mali exempli, non est faciendum Ikwremvis rel;)kwid 
p:}r siy non sit mrel;)m, trem;)n, say sit mrelay ;)gzemplay, 
non sit freshiyend;)m/. Although a thing may not be bad 
in itself, yet, if it is of bad example, it is not to be done. 

Quamvis lex generaliter loquitur, restringenda ta­
men est, ut, cessante ratione, ipsa cessat Ikwremvis 
leks jen;)reyl;)t;)r lowkw;)t;)r, restrinjend;) trem;)n est, :}t, 
s;)srentiy rreshiyowniy ips;) ses;)t/. Although a law 
speaks generally, yet it is to be restrained, so that when 
its reason ceases, it should cease also. 

Quando abest provisio partis� adest provisio legis 
Ikwondow rebest pr;)viz(h)(i)yow part;)s, redest 
pr;)viz(h)(i)yow liyj;)s/. When the provision of the party 
is wanting, the provision of the law is at hand. 

Quando aliquid mandatur, mandatur et omne per 
quod pervenitur ad illud Ikwondow rel;)kwid 
mrendeyt;)r, mrendeyt;)r et omniy p:}r kwod p;)rven;)t;)r red 
il;)d/. When anything is commanded, everything by 
which it can be accomplished is also commanded. 

Quando aliquid per se non sit malum, tamen si sit 
mali exemplii, non est faciendum Ikwondow rel;)kwid 
p:}r siy non sit mrel;)m, trem;)n say sit mrelay ;)gzemplay, 
non est freshiyend;)m/. When anything by itself is not 
evil, and yet may be an example for evil, it is not to be 
done. 

Quando aliquid prohibetur ex directo, prohibetur et 
per obliquum Ikwondow rel;)kwid prow(h);)biyt;)r eks 
d;)rektow, prow(h);)biyt;)r et p�r ;)blaykw;)m/. When 
anything is prohibited directly, it is prohibited also 
indirectly. 

Quando aliquid prohibetur, prohibetur et omne per 
quod devenitur ad illud Ikwondow rel;)kwid 
prow(h);)biyt;)r, prow(h);)biyt;)r et omniy p:}r kwod 
d;)ven;)t;)r red il;)d/. When anything is prohibited, every­
thing by which it is reached is prohibited also. That 
which cannot be done directly shall not be done indirect­
ly. 

Quando aliquis aliquid concedit, concedere videtur 
et id sine quo res uti non potest Ikwondow rel;)kwis 
rel;)kwid k;)nsiyd;)t, k;)nsiyd;)riy v;)diyt;)r et id sayniy 
kwow riyz yuwtay non powt;)st/. When a person grants 
anything, he is supposed to grant that also without 
which the thing cannot be used. When the use of a 
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thing is granted, everything is granted by which the 
grantee may have and enjoy such use. 

Quando charta continet generalem clausulam, post­
eaque descendit ad verba specialia qure clausulre 
generali sunt consentanea, interpretanda est charta 
secundum verba specialia Ikwondow kart;) kontin;)t 
jen;)reybm kloz(y);)l;)m, powstiyeykwiy d;)send;)d red 
v�rb;) speshiyeyl(i)y;) kwiy klozy;)liy jen;)reylay s:}nt 
konsenteyn(i)y;), int:}rpr;)trend;) :}st kart;) s;)k�nd;)m v�rb;) 
speshiyeyl(i)y;)I . When a deed contains a general 
clause, and afterwards descends to special words which 
are agreeable to the general clause, the deed is to be 
interpreted according to the special words. 

Quando de una et eadem re duo onerabiles existunt, 
unus, pro insufficientia alterius, de integro onerabi­
tur Ikwondow diy yuwn;) et iyeyd;)m riy d(y)uwow 
own;)reyb;)liyz ;)gzist;)nt, yUwn;)s, prow ins;)fishiyensh(iy­
);) oltiriy;)s, diy int;)grow own;)reyb;)t;)r I. When there 
are two persons liable for one and the same thing, one of 
them, in case of default of the other, shall be charged 
with the whole. 

Quando dispositio referri potest ad duas res ita quod 
secundum relationem unam vitietur et secundum 
alteram utilis sit, tum facienda est relatio ad illam 
ut valeat dispositio Ikwondow disp;)zish(iy)ow r;)f�ray 
powt;)st red d(y)uw;)s riyz ayt;) kwod s;)k;}nd;)m 
r;)leyshiyown;)m yUwn;)m vishiyiyt;)r et s;)k�nd;)m 
olt;)r;)m yuwt;)l;)s sit, t:}m feyshiyend;) est r;)leysh(iy)ow 
red ibm :}t vreliy;)t disp;)zish(iy)ow I. When a disposition 
may refer to two things, so that by the former it would 
be vitiated, and by the latter it would be preserved, then 
the relation is to be made to the latter, so that the 
disposition may be valid. 

Quando diversi desiderantur actus ad aliquem sta� 
tum perficiendum, plus respicit lex actum origina­
lem Ikwondow d;)v�rsay d;)sid;)rrent;)r rekt;)s red rel;)kw;)m 
steyt;)m p;)rfishiyend;)m, pl;}s resp;)s;)t leks rekt;)m 
;)rij;)neyl;)m/. When different acts are required to the 
formation of any estate, the law chiefly regards the 
original act. When to the perfection of an estate or 
interest divers acts or things are requisite, the law has 
more regard to the original act, for that is the funda­
mental part on which all the others are founded. 

Quando duo jura concurrunt in una persona, requum 
est ac si essent in diversis Ikwondow d(y)uwow jur;) 
k�nk�r;)nt in yuwn;) p;)rsown;), iykw;)m est rek say es;)nt 
in d;)v�rs;)s/. When two rights concur in one person, it 
is the same as if they were in two separate persons. 

Quando jus domini regis et subditi concurrunt, jus 
regis prreferri debet Ikwondow j�s dom;)nay riyj;)s et 
s�bd;)tay k;)nk�hr;)nt, j�s riyj;)s pr;)f�ray deb;)t/. When 
the right of king and of subject concur, the king's right 
should be preferred. 

Quando lex aliquid alicui concedit, concedere vide­
tur et id sine quo res ipsre esse non potest Ikwondow 
leks rel;)kwid rel;)k(w)ay k;)nsiyd;)t, k;)nsiyd;)riy v;)diyt;)r 
et id sayniy kwow riyz ipsiy esiy non powt;)st/. When 
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the law gives a man anything, it gives him that also 
without which the thing itself cannot exist. 

Quando lex aliquid alieui eoneedit, omnia ineidentia 
tacite eoneeduntur Ikw6ndow leks rel�kwid rel�k(w)ay 
k�nsiyd�t, 6mn(i)y� ins�densh(iy)� tres�tiy kons�d�n­
br/. When the law gives anything to any one, all 
incidents are tacitly given. 

Quando lex est speeialis, ratio autem generalis, gen­
eraliter lex est intelligenda Ikw6ndow leks est 
speshiyeybs, reysh(iy)ow 6t�m jen�reyl�s, jen�rey­
bt�r leks est intel�jend�/. When a law is special, but its 
reason [or object] general, the law is to be understood 
generally. 

Quando lieet id quod majus, videtur et licere it quod 
minus Ikw6ndow lays�d it kwod meyj�s, v�diyt�r et 
lis�riy id kwod mayn�s/. When the greater is allowed, 
the less is to be understood as allowed also. 

Quando mulier nobilis nupserit ignobili, desinit esse 
nobilis nisi nobilitas nativa fuerit Ikw6ndow 
myUwliy�r n6wb�l�s n�ps�r�t ign6wb�lay, des�n�t esiy 
n6wb�bs naysay nowbil�tres n�tayv� f(y)uw�r�t/. When 
a noble woman marries a man not noble, she ceases to 
be noble, unless her nobility was born with her. 

Quando plus fit quam fieri debet, videtur etiam illud 
fieri quod faciendum est Ikwondow pl�s fit kwrem 
fay�ray deb�t, v�diyt�r esh(iy)�m il�d fay�ray kwod 
freshiyend�m est/. When more is done than ought to be 
done, that at least shall be considered as performed 
which should have been performed [as, if a man, having 
a power to make a lease for ten years, make one for 
twenty years, it shall be void only for the surplus]. 

Quando quod ago non valet ut ago, valeat quantum 
valere potest Ikwondow kwod eygow non vrel�t �t ey­
gow, vreliy�t kw6nt�m v�liriy powt�st/. When that 
which I do does not have effect as I do it, let it have as 
much effect as it can. 

Quando res non valet ut ago, valeat quantum valere 
potest Ikwondow riyz non vrel�t �t eygow, vreliy�t 
kwont�m v�liriy powt�st/. When a thing is of no effect 
as I do it, it shall have effect as far as [or in whatever 
way] it can. 

Quando verba et mens congruunt, non est interpreta­
tioni locus Ikw6ndow v�rb� et menz kOIJgruw�nt, non 
est �nt�rpr�teyshiyownay lowk�s/. When the words and 
the mind agree, there is no place for interpretation. 

Quando verba statuti sunt specialia, ratio autem gen­
eralis, generaliter statutum est intelligendum 
Ikwondow v�rb� st�tyuwtay s�nt speshiyeyl(i)y�, rey­
sh(iy)ow ot�m jen�reyl�s, jen�reybt�r st�tyuwd�m est 
�ntel�jend�m/. When the words of a statute are special, 
but the reason or object of it general, the statute is to be 
construed generally. 

Quango. Acronym for quasi-autonomous non-govern­
mental organization, especially in the United Kingdom, 
though the concept and word is American; a semi-public 
administrative body having some members appointed by 
government and financed by government but not an-
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QUANTUM MERUIT 

swerable to government, such as tourist· authorities, 
university grants commissions, price and wage commis­
sions, prison and parole boards, medical health advisory 
panels. 

Quanti minoris Ikwontay m�n6r�s/. Lat. The name of 
an action in the civil law (and in Louisiana), brought by 
the purchaser of an article, for a reduction of the agreed 
price on account of defects in the thing which diminish 
its value. 

Quantum damnificatus Ikwont�m dremn�f�keyt�s/. 
How much damnified? The name of an issue directed 
by a court of equity to be tried in a court of law, to 
ascertain the amount of compensation to be allowed for 
damage. 

Quantum meruit Ikwont�m mehruw�t/. "Quantum me­
ruit" as amount of recovery means "as much as de­
served," and measures recovery under implied contract 
to pay compensation as reasonable value of services 
rendered. Kintz v. Read, 28 Wash.App. 731, 626 P.2d 
52, 55. An equitable doctrine, based on the concept that 
no one who benefits by the labor and materials of 
another should be unjustly enriched thereby; under 
those circumstances, the law implies a promise to pay a 
reasonable amount for the labor and materials fur­
nished, even absent a specific contract therefor. Swift­
ships, Inc. v. Burdin, La.App., 338 So.2d 1193, 1195. 
Essential elements of recovery under quantum meruit 
are: (1) valuable services were rendered or materials 
furnished, (2) for person sought to be charged, (3) which 
services and materials were accepted by person sought 
to be charged, used and enjoyed by him, and (4) under 
such circumstances as reasonably notified person sought 
to be charged that plaintiff, in performing such services, 
was expected to be paid by person sought to be charged. 
Montes v. Naismith & Trevino Const. Co., Tex.Civ.App., 
459 S.W.2d 691, 694. See also Unjust enrichment doc­
trine. 

The common count in an action of assumpsit for work 
and labor, founded on an implied assumpsit or promise 
on the part of the defendant to pay the plaintiff as much 
as he reasonably deserved to have for his labor. 3 
Bl.Comm. 161. It refers to class of obligations imposed 
by law, without regard to intention or assent of parties 
bound, for reasons dictated by reason and justice; such 
obligations not being contracts though form of action is 
contract, Carpenter v. Josey Oil Co., C.C.A.Okl., 26 F.2d 
442, 443; and, amount of recovery being only the rea­
sonable value of the services rendered regardless of any 
agreement as to value, Smith v. Bliss, 44 Cal.App.2d 171, 
112 P.2d 30, 33. 

Quantum tenens domino ex homagio, tantum domi­
nus tenenti ex dominio debet prreter solam reveren­
tiam; mutua debet esse dominii et homagii fidelita­
tis connexio Ikwont�m ten�nz dom�now eks 
(h)�meyj(iy)ow, trent�m dom�n�s t�nentay eks 
d�min(i)yow deb�t priyt�r sowbm rev�rensh(iy)�m; 
myuwtyuw� deb�t esiy d�miniyay et (h)�meyjiyay 
f�del�teyt�s k�neksh(iy)ow I. As much as the tenant by 
his homage owes to his lord, so much is the lord, by his 
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lordship, indebted to the tenant, except reverence alone; 
the tie of dominion and of homage ought to be mutual. 

Quantum valebant Ikwont;;,m v;;,liybrent/. As much as 
they were worth. The common count in an action of 
assumpsit for goods sold and delivered, founded on an 
implied assumpsit or promise, on the part of the defen­
dant, to pay the plaintiff as much as the goods were 
reasonably worth. 

Quarantine. A period of time during which a vessel, 
coming from a place where a contagious or infectious 
disease is prevalent, is detained by authority in the 
harbor of her port of destination, or at a station near it, 
without being permitted to land or to discharge her crew 
or passengers. Quarantine is said to have been first 
established at Venice in 1484. 

Isolation of person afflicted with contagious disease. 
The keeping of persons, when suspected of having con­
tracted or having been exposed to an infectious disease, 
out of a community, or to confine them to given place 
therein, and to prevent intercourse between them and 
people generally of the community. Application of Hal­
ko, 246 Cal.App.2d 553, 54 Cal.Rptr. 661, 664. 

A provision or interest given in law to the widow in 
her husband's estate, such as the privilege of occupying 
the mansion house and curtilage without charge until 
her dower is assigned, and technically is a dower right, 
or more broadly is a part of the dower estate. 

Quare Ikweriy Ikwohriy I. Lat. Wherefore; for what 
reason; on what account. Used in the Latin form of 
several common-law writs. 

Quare clausum fregit Ikweriy kloz;;,m friyj;;,t/. Lat. 
Wherefore he broke the close. That species of the 
action of trespass which has for its object the recovery of 
damages for an unlawful entry upon another's land is 
termed "trespass quare clausum fregit;" "breaking a 
close" being the technical expression for an unlawful 
entry upon land. The language of the declaration in 
this form of action is "that the defendant, with force and 
arms, broke and entered the close" of the plaintiff. The 
phrase is often abbreviated to "qu. cl. fr." or "q.c.f." 

Quare ejecit infra terminum Ikweriy ;;,jiys;;,t infr;;, 
t�rm;;,n;;,m/. Wherefore he ejected within the term. In 
old practice, a writ which lay for a lessee where he was 
ejected before the expiration of his term, in cases where 
the wrong-doer or ejector was not himself in possession 
of the lands, but his feoffee or another claiming under 
him. 3 Bl.Comm. 199, 206. 

Quare impedit Ikweriy impiyd;;,t/. Wherefore he hin­
ders. In old English practice, a writ or action which lay 
for the patron of an advowson, where he had been 
disturbed in his right of patronage; so called from the 
emphatic words of the old form, by which the disturber 
was summoned to answer why he hinders the plaintiff. 
3 Bl.Comm. 246, 248. 

Quare incumbravit Ikweriy ink;;,mbreyv;;,t/. In old 
English law, a writ which lay against a bishop who, 
within six months after the vacation of a benefice, 
conferred it on his clerk, while two others were contend-
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ing at law for the right of presentation, calling upon him 
to show cause why he had incumbered the church. 
Abolished by 3 & 4 Wm. IV, C. 27. 

Quare intrusit Ikweriy intruwz;;,t/. In old English law, 
a writ that formerly lay where the lord proffered a 
suitable marriage to his ward, who rejected it, and 
entered into the land, and married another, the value of 
his marriage not being satisfied to the lord. Abolished 
by 12 Car. II, C. 24. 

Quare non permittit Ikweriy non p;;,rmit;;,t/. An an­
cient writ, which lay for one who had a right to present 
to a church for a turn against the proprietary. 

Quarentena terrre Ikwor;;,ntiyn;;, tehriy I. A furlong. 

Quare obstruxit Ikweriy ;;,bstr�ks;;,t/. Wherefore he ob­
structed. In old English practice, a writ which lay for 
one who, having a liberty to pass through his neighbor's 
ground, could not enjoy his right because the owner had 
so obstructed it. 

Quarrel. An altercation, an angry dispute, an exchange 
of recriminations, taunts, threats or accusations between 
two persons. 

Quart. A liquid measure, containing one-fourth part of a 
gallon. 

Quarta divi pii Ikword;;, dayvay payay/. In Roman law, 
that portion of a testator's estate which he was required 
by law to leave to a child whom he had adopted and 
afterwards emancipated or unjustly disinherited, being 
one-fourth of his property. 

Quarta falcidia Ikword;;, folsidiy;;,/. In Roman law, that 
portion of a testator's estate which, by the Falcidian law, 
was required to be left to the heir, amounting to at least 
one-fourth. 

Quarter. The fourth part of anything, especially of a 
year. A quarter section (q.v.) of land. Stations, build­
ings, lodgings, etc., of military personnel (usually re­
ferred to as "quarters". 

Quarter-day. The four days in the year upon which, by 
law or custom, moneys payable in quarter-yearly install­
ments are collectible (payable). 

Quarter-eagle. A gold coin of the United States, of the 
value of two and a half dollars. 

Quartering. In old English criminal law, the dividing a 
criminal's body into quarters, after execution. A part of 
the punishment of high treason. 4 Bl.Comm. 93. 

Furnishing of living quarters to military personnel. 

Quarterization. Quartering of criminals. 

Quarterly. Quarter yearly; once in a quarter year. 

Quarterly report. An abbreviated form of a company's 
annual report, issued every three months between annu­
al reports; it includes an unaudited balance sheet, in­
come statement, statement of changes in financial posi­
tion and a narrative of the business operations for the 
quarter; an interim report. 

Quarter seal. See Seal. 
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Quarter section. The quarter of a section of land ac­
cording to the divisions of the government survey, laid 
off by dividing the section into four equal parts by 
north-and-south and east-and-west lines, and containing 
160 acres. A quarter of a square mile of land. Amount 
of land originally granted to homesteader. 

Quarter session courts. Courts formerly established in 
some of the states, to be holden four times in the year, 
invested with criminal jurisdiction, usually of offenses 
less than felony, and sometimes with the charge of 
certain administrative matters, such as the care of pub­
lic roads and bridges. 

In England, all quarter session courts were abolished 
by The Courts Act of 1971, with the jurisdiction of such 
transferred to the Crown Court (q. v.). 

Quarters of coverage. Social Security benefits are de­
pendent on number of yearly quarters in which person 
made contributions (i.e. payments) into social security 
fund. 

Quarto die post Ikwortow dayiy powst/. Lat. On the 
fourth day after. Appearance day, in the former Eng­
lish practice, the defendant being allowed four days, 
inclusive, from the return of the writ, to make his 
appearance. 

Quash Ikwosh/. To overthrow; to abate; to vacate; to 
annul; to make void; e.g. to quash an indictment. 

Quasi Ikweysay Ikwoziy I. Lat. As if; almost as it were; 
analogous to. This term is used in legal phraseology to 
indicate that one subject resembles another, with which 
it is compared, in certain characteristics, but that there 
are intrinsic and material differences between them. 
Cannon v. Miller, 22 Wash.2d 227, 155 P.2d 500, 503, 
507. A term used to mark a resemblance, and supposes 
a difference beween two objects. It is exclusively a term 
of classification. It implies that conception to which it 
serves as index is connected with conception with which 
comparison is instituted by strong superficial analogy or 
resemblance. Moreover it negatives idea of identity, but 
points out that the conceptions are sufficiently similar 
for one to be classed as the equal of the other. South 
Discount Foods, Inc. v. Retail Clerks Union Local 1552, 
Com. PL, 14 Ohio Misc. 188, 235 N.E.2d 143, 147. It is 
often prefixed to English words, implying mere appear­
ance or want of reality or having some resemblance to 
given thing. 

As to quasi Affinity; Contract; Corporation; Crime; Del­

ict; Deposit; Derelict; Easement; Entail; Fee; In rem; 

Municipal corporation; Offense; Partner; Personalty; Pos­
session; Posthumous child; Purchase; Realty; Tenant; 

Tort; Traditio; Trustee; and Usufruct, see those titles. 

Quasi admission. An act or utterance, usually extraju­
dicial, which creates an inconsistency with and discred­
its to a greater or lesser degree, present claim or other 
evidence of person creating the inconsistency, and per­
son who enacted or uttered it may nevertheless disprove 
its correctness by introduction of other evidence. Suth­
erland v. Davis, 286 Ky. 743, 151 S.W.2d 1021, 1024. 

QUASI.TllADITIO 

Quasi contract. An obligation which law creates in 
absence of agreement; it is invoked by cQurts where 
there is unjust enrichment. Andrews v. O'Grady, 44 
Misc.2d 28, 252 N.Y.S.2d 814, 817. Sometimes referred 
to as implied-in-Iaw contracts (as a legal fiction) to 

distinguish them from implied-in-fact contracts (volun­
tary agreements inferred from the parties' conduct). 
Function of "quasi contract" is to raise obligation in law 
where in fact the parties made no promise, and it is not 
based on apparent intention of the parties. Fink v. 
Goodson-Todman Enterprises, Limited, 9 C.A.3d 996, 88 
CaLRptr. 679, 690. See also Contract. 

Quasi estoppel. This doctrine is properly invoked 
against a person asserting a claim inconsistent with a 
position previously taken by him, with knowledge of the 
facts and his rights, to the detriment of the person 
seeking application of the doctrine. Evans v. Idaho 
State Tax Commission, 97 Idaho 148, 540 P.2d 810, 812. 

"Equitable estoppel" and "estoppel in pais" are con­
vertible terms embracing "quasi estoppel" and embody 
doctrine that one may not repudiate an act done or 
position assumed by him where such course would work 
injustice to another rightfully relying thereon. Brown 
v. Corn Exchange Nat. Bank & Trust Co., 136 N.J.Eq. 
430, 42 A.2d 474, 480. 

See Equitable estoppel. 

Quasi in rem jurisdiction. Type of jurisdiction of a 
court based on a person's interest in property within the 
jurisdiction of the court. Refers to proceedings that are 
brought against the defendant personally; yet it is the 
defendant's interest in the property that serves as the 
basis of the jurisdiction. There must be a connection 
involving minimum contact between the property and 
the subject matter of the action for a state to exercise 
quasi in rem jurisdiction. Shaffer v. Heitner, 433 U.S. 
186, 97 S.Ct. 2569, 53 L.Ed.2d 683. Quasi in rem pro­
ceedings is generally defined as affecting only interest of 
particular persons in specific property and is distin­
guished from proceedings in rem which determine inter­
ests in specific property as against the whole world. 
Avery v. Bender, 124 Vt. 309, 204 A.2d 314, 317. See 
also Jurisdiction. 

Quasi judicial. A term applied to the action, discretion, 
etc., of public administrative officers or bodies, who are 
required to investigate facts, or ascertain the existence 
of facts, hold hearings, weigh evidence, and draw conclu­
sions from them, as a basis for their official action, and 
to exercise discretion of a judicial nature. 

Quasi judicial act. A judicial act performed by one not 
a judge. State Tax Commission of Utah v. Katsis, 90 
Utah 406, 62 P.2d 120, 123. 

Quasi-judicial power. The power of an administrative 
agency to adjudicate the rights of persons before it. 

Quasi-legislative power. The power of an administra­
tive agency to engage in rule-making. 

Quasi-public corporation. See Corporation. 

Quasi-traditio Ikweysay tr�dish(iy)ow/. Lat. In civil 
law, a term used to designate that a person is in the use 
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of the property of another, which the latter suffers and 
does not oppose. It also signifies the act by which the 
right of property is ceded in a thing to a person who is 
in possession of it; as, if I loan a boat to Paul, and 
deliver it to him, and afterwards I sell him the boat, it is 
not requisite that he should deliver the boat to me to be 
again delivered to him: there is a quasi-tradition or 
delivery. 

Quater cousin. See Cousin. 

Quatuor pedibus currit Ikwotuwor ped�b�s k�hr�t/. 
Lat. It runs upon four feet; it runs upon all fours. See 
All-fours. 

Quean Ikwiyn/. A worthless woman; a strumpet. Ob­
solete. 

Queen. A woman who possesses the sovereignty and 
royal power in a country under a monarchical form of 
government. The wife of a king. 

Queen regnant. In English law, a queen who holds the 
crown in her own right; as the first Queen Mary, Queen 
Elizabeth, Queen Anne, and Queen Victoria. 

For the titles and descriptions of various officers in 
the English legal system, called "Queen's Advocate," 
"Queen's Coroner," "Queen's Counsel," "Queen's Proc­
tor," "Queen's Remembrancer," etc., during the reign of 
a female sovereign, see terms under King and also the 
following titles. 

Queen's bench. The English court of king's bench is so 
called during the reign of a queen. See King's bench. 

Queen's counsel. See King's counsel. 

Queen's evidence. See King's evidence. 

Queen's prison. A jail which used to be appropriated to 
the debtors and criminals confined under process or by 
authority of the superior courts at Westminster, the 
high court of admiralty, and also to persons imprisoned 
under the bankrupt law. 

Queen's proctor. See King's proctor. 

Que estate Ikwiy �steyt/. L. Fr. Whose estate. A term 
used in old pleading, particularly in claiming prescrip­
tion, by which it was alleged that the plaintiff and those 
former owners whose estate he had had immemorially 
exercised the right claimed. This was called "prescrib­
ing in a que estate." 

Que est Ie mesme Ikwiy ey l� mem/. L. Fr. Which is 
the same. A term used in actions of trespass, etc. See 
Qure est eadem. 

Quemadmodum ad qurestionem facti non respondent 
judices, ita ad qurestionem juris non respondent 
juratores Ikwemredm�d�m red kwest(i)yown�m frektay 
non r�pond�nt juwd�siyz, ayt� red kwest(i)yown�m jur�s 
non r�spond�nt jur�toriyz/. In the same manner that 
judges do not answer to questions of fact, so jurors do 
not answer to questions of law. 

Quem reditum reddit Ikwem red�t�m red�t/. L. Lat. 
An old English writ which lay where a rent-charge or 
other rent which was not rent service was granted by 
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fine holding of the grantor. If the tenant would not 
attorn, then the grantee might have had this writ. 

Querela Ikw�riyl�/. Lat. An action preferred in any 
court of justice. The plaintiff was called "querens," or 
complainant and his brief, complaint, or declaration was 
called "querela." 

Querela coram rege a concillo discutienda et termi­
nanda Ikw�riyl� kor�m riyjiy ey k�nsil(i)yow 
d�sk�shiyend� et t�rm�nrend�/. A writ by which one is 
called to justify a complaint of a trespass made to the 
king himself, before the king and his council. 

Querela inofficiosi testamenti Ikw�riyl� in�fishiyowsay 
test�mentay/. Lat. In the civil law, a species of action 
allowed to a child who had been unjustly disinherited, to 
set aside the will, founded on the presumption of law, in 
such cases, that the parent was not in his right mind. 

Querens Ikwir�nz/. Lat. A plaintiff; complainant; in­
quirer. 

Querulous Ikwehr(y)�l�s/. Apt to find fault; habitually 
complaining; disposed to murmur. Expressing, or sug­
gestive of complaint; fretful; whining. 

Questa Ikwest�/. A quest; an inquest, inquisition, or 
inquiry, upon the oaths of an impaneled jury. 

Question. A subject or point of investigation, examina­
tion or debate; theme of inquiry; problem; matter to be 
inquired into, as subject matter of civil or criminal 
discovery. A point on which the parties are not agreed, 
and which is submitted to the decision of a judge and 
jury. See also Issue. 

An interrogation put to a witness, for the purpose of 
having him declare the truth of certain facts as far as he 
knows them; e.g. direct or cross examination of witness 
at trial. See also Discovery; Interrogation. 

Categorical question. One inviting a distinct and posi­
tive statement of fact; one which can be answered by 
"yes" or "no." In the plural, a series of questions, 
covering a particular subject-matter, arranged in a sys­
tematic and consecutive order. 

Federal question. See Federal. 

Hypothetical question. See that title. 

Judicial question. See Judicial. 

Leading question. See that title. 

Political question. See Political. 

Question of fact. An issue involving the resolution of a 
factual dispute and hence within the province of the 
jury in contrast to a question of law. 

Question of law. Question concerning legal effect to be 
given an undisputed set of facts. An issue which in­
volves the application or interpretation of a law and 
hence within the province of the judge and not the jury. 

Questman I kwestmren I , or questmonger IkwestmOIJ­
g�r I. In old English law, a starter of lawsuits, or 
prosecutions; also a person chosen to inquire into abus­
es, especially such as relate to weights and measures; 
also a church-warden. 
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Questores parricidii Ikwestoriyz pcer;)s8ydiyay I. Lat. 
In Roman law, certain officers, two in number, who 
were deputed by the comitia, as a kind of commission, to 

search out and try all cases of parricide and murder. 
They were probably appointed annually. 

Questus est nobis Ikwest;)s est nowb;)sl. Lat. A writ of 
nuisance, which, by 15 Edw. I, lay against him to whom 
a house or other thing that caused a nuisance descended 
or was alienated; whereas, before that statute the action 
lay only against him who first levied or caused the 
nuisance to the damage of his neighbor. 

Quia I kway;) I . Lat. Because; whereas; inasmuch as. 

Qui abjurat regnum amittit regnum, sed non regem; 
patriam, sed non patrem patrice Ikway ;)bjur;)t 
regn;)m, eymit;)t regnam, sed non riyj;)m; pretriy;)m, sed 
non pretr;)m pretriyiy I. He who abjures the realm leaves 
the realm, but not the king; the country, but not the 
father of the country. 

Qui accusat integrce famce sit, et non criminosus 
Ikway ;)kyUwz�t int;)griy feymiy sit, et non 
krim�nows�sl. Let him who accuses be of clear fame, 
and not criminaL 

Qui acquirit sibi acquirit bceredibus Ikway �kwrayr�t 
sway �kwayr�t h�riyd�b�s/. He who acquires for him­
self acquires for his heirs. 

Quia datum est nobis intelligi Ikway� deyt�m est 
nowb�s intel�jay I. Because it is given to us to under­
stand. Formal words in old writs. 

Qui adimit medium dirimit finem Ikway red�m�t 
miyd(i)y�m dihr�m�t fayn�m/. He who takes away the 
mean destroys the end. He that deprives a man of the 
mean by which he ought to come to a thing deprives him 
of the thing itself. 

Quia emptores Ikway� em(p)toriyz/. Lat. "Because the 
purchasers." The title of the statute of Westm. 3, (18 
Edw. I, c. 1). This statute took from the tenants of 
common lords the feudal liberty they claimed of dispos­
ing of part of their lands to hold of themselves, and, 
instead of it, gave them a general liberty to sell all or 
any part, to hold of the next superior lord, which they 
could not have done before without consent. The effect 
of this statute was twofold: (1) To facilitate the alien­
ation of fee-simple estates; and (2) to put an end to the 
creation of any new manors, i.e., tenancies in fee-simple 
of a subject. 

Quia erronice emanavit Ikway� �rown�siy em�neyv�t/. 
Because it issued erroneously, or through mistake. A 
term in old English practice. 

Qui aliquid statuerit, parte inaudita altera cequum 
licet dixerit, baud cequum fecerit Ikway rel�kwid 
st�tyUw�r�t, partiy inod�t� 6It�r� iykw�m lis�t diks�r�t, 
h6d iykw�m fes�r�t/. He who determines any matter 
without hearing both sides, though he may have decided 
right, has not done justice. 

Qui alterius jure utitur, eodem jure uti debet Ikway 
oltiriy�s juriy yuwt�t�r, iy6wd�m juriy yuwtay deb�t/. 

QUICK WI'tH CHILD 

He who uses the right of another ought to use the same 
right. 

Quia non refert aut quis intentionem suam declaret, 
verbis, aut rebus ipsis vel factis Ikway� non rer�rt ot 
kwis intenshiy6wn�m s(y)uw�m d�kler�t, v:}rb�s, ot 
riyb�s ips�s vel frekt�sl. It is immaterial whether the 
intention be collected from the words used or the acts 
done. Tocci v. Nowfall, 220 N.C. 550, 18 S.E.2d 225, 228. 

Qui approbat non reprobat Ikway repr�b�t non 
repr�b�t/. He who approbates does not reprobate, [i.e., 
he cannot both accept and reject the same thing]. 

Quia timet Ikway� taym�t/. Lat. Because he fears or 
apprehends. In equity practice, the technical name of a 
bill filed by a party who seeks the aid of a court of 
equity, because he fears some future probable injury to 
his rights or interests, and relief granted must depend 
upon circumstances. 

Quibble. A cavilling or verbal objection. A slight diffi­
culty raised without necessity or propriety. 

Qui bene distinguit bene docet Ikway biyniy 
d�stilJgw�t biyniy d6s�t/. He who distinguishes well 
teaches well. 

Qui bene interrogat bene docet Ikway biyniy 
intehr�g�t biyniy d6s�t/. He who questions well teaches 
well. Information or express averment may be effectu­
ally conveyed in the way of interrogation. 

Qui cadit a syllaba cadit a tota causa Ikway kred�t ey 
sil�b� kred�t ey t6wt� k6z�/. He who fails in a syllable 
fails in his whole cause. 

Quick. Living; alive. See Quickening. 

Quick asset ratio. Ratio of cash, accounts receivable 
and marketable securities to current liabilities. Also 
called the "acid test." See also Acid ratio test. 

Quick assets. Liquid assets such as cash, marketable 
securities and accounts receivable which can be convert­
ed into cash without delay. 

Quick child. One that has developed so that it moves 
within the mother's womb. State v. Timm, 244 Wis. 
508, 12 N.W.2d 670, 671. See also Quickening; Viable 

child. 

Quickening. The first motion of the fetus in the womb 
felt by the mother, occurring usually about the middle 
of the term of pregnancy. 

Quick with child. Having conceived. 

Qui concedit aliquid, concedere videtur et id sine 
quo concessio est irrita, sine quo res ipsa esse non 
potuit Ikway k�nsiyd�t rel�kwid, k�nsiyd�riy v�diyt(y)�r 
et id sayniy kwow k�nsesh(iy)ow est ihr�t(y)�, sayniy 
kwow riyz ips� esiy non p6t(y)uw�t/. He who concedes 
anything is considered as conceding that without which 
his concession would be void, without which the thing 
itself could not exist. 

Qui concedit aliquid concedit omne id sine quo con­
cessio est irrita Ikway k�nsiyd�t rel�kwid k�nsiyd�t 
6mniy id sayniy kwow k�nsesh(iy)ow est ihr�t�/. He 
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who grants anything grants everything without which 
the grant is fruitless. 

Qui confirmat nihil dat Ikway kanf�rmat nay(h)al d,H/. 
He who confirms does not give. 

Qui contemnit prreceptum contemnit prrecipientem 
Ikway kantemnat praseptam kantemnat prasipiyen­
tam/. He who contemns [contemptuously treats] a com­
mand contemns the party who gives it. 

Quicquid acquiritur servo acquiritur domino Ikwik­
wid akwayratar s�rvow akwayratar domanow I. Whatev­
er is acquired by the servant is acquired for the master. 
Whatever rights are acquired by an agent are acquired 
for his principal. 

Quicquid demonstra1re rei additur satis demonstratre 
frustra est Ikwikwid demanstreytiy riyay redatar sretas 
demanstreydiy fr�stra est!. Whatever is added to dem­
onstrate anything already sufficiently demonstrated is 
surplusage. 

Quicquid est contra normam recti est injuria Ikwik­
wid est kontra normam rektay est injuriya/. Whatever 
is against the rule of right is a wrong. 

Quicquid in excessu actum est, lege prohibetur 
Ikwikwid in akses(y)uw rektam est, liyjiy 
prow(h)abiytar I. Whatever is done in excess is prohibit­
ed by law. 

Quicquid judicis auctoritati subjicitur novitati non 
subjicitur Ikwikwid juwdasas oktorateytay s;)bjisatar 
nowvateytay non s;)bjisatar I. Whatever is subject to the 
authority of a judge is not subject to innovation. 

Quicquid plantatur solo, solo cedit Ikwikwid 
plrenteytar sowlow, sowlow siydatl. Whatever is affixed 
to the soil belongs to the soil. 

Quicquid recipitur, recipitur secundum modum reci­
pientis Ikwikwid rasipatar, rasipatar sak�ndam mowdam 
rasipiyentasl. Whatever is received is received accord­
ing to the intention of the recipient. 

Quicquid solvitur, solvitur secundum modum solven­
tis; quicquid recipitur, recipitur secundum modum 
recipientis Ikwikwid solvatar, solvatar sak�ndam 
mowdam solventas; kwikwid rasipatar, rasipatar 
sak�ndam mowdam rasipiyentasl. Whatever money is 
paid, is paid according to the direction of the payer; 
whatever money is received, is received according to 
that of the recipient. 

Qui cum alio contrahit, vel est, vel esse debet non 
ignarus conditionis ejus Ikway k;)m eyl(i)yow 
kantrey(h)at, vel est, vel esiy debat non igneras 
kandishiyownas iyjasl. He who contracts with another 
either is or ought to be not ignorant of his condition. 

Quicunque habet jurisdictionem ordinariam est illius 
loci ordinarius Ikwayk�1Jkwiy heybat jurasdik­
shiyownam ordaneriyam est ilayas lowsay ordaneriyasl. 
Whoever has an ordinary jurisdiction is ordinary of that 
place. 

Quicunque jussu judicis aliquid fecerit non videtur 
dolo malo fecisse, quia parere necesse est 
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Ikwayk�1Jkwiy j�s(y)uw juwdasas relakwid fesarat non 
vadiytar dow-low mrelow fasisiy, kwaya paririy nasesiy 
est/. Whoever does anything by the command of a 
judge is not reckoned to have done it with an evil intent, 
because it is necessary to obey. 

Quidam I kwaydam I . Lat. Somebody. This term is 
used in the French law to designate a person whose 
name is not known. 

Qui dat finem, dat media ad finem necessaria Ikwliy 
dret faynam, dret miyd(i)ya ,M faynam nesaseriya/. He 
who gives an end gives the means to that end. 

Qui destruit medium destruit finem Ikwliy destruwat 
miyd(i)yam destruwat faynam/. He who destroys the 
mean destroys the end. 

Quid juris clamat Ikwid juras klremat!. In old English 
practice, a writ which lay for the grantee of a reversion 
or remainder, where the particular tenant would not 
attorn, for the purpose of compelling him. 

Qui doit inheriter al pere doit inheriter al fitz Ikwliy 
doyt inheratar reI per doyt anheritar reI fits I . He who 
would have been heir to the father shall be heir to the 
son. 

Quid pro quo Ikwid prow kwow I. What for what; 
something for something. Used in law for the giving 
one valuable thing for another. It is nothing more than 
the mutual consideration which passes between the par­
ties to a contract, and which renders it valid and bind­
ing. 

Quidquid enim sive dolo et culpa venditoris accidit 
in eo venditor securus est Ikwidkwid en am sayviy 
dowlow et k�lpa vendatoras reksadat in iyow vendatar 
sakyuras est!. For concerning anything which occurs 
without deceit and wrong on the part of the vendor, the 
vendor is secure. 

Quid sit jus, et in quo consistit injuria, legis est 
definire Ikwid sit j�s, et in kwow kansistat injuriya, 
liyjas est dManayriy I. What constitutes right, and what 
injury, it is the business of the law to declare. 

Quid turpi ex causa promissum est non valet Ikwid 
t�rpay eks koza pramisam est non vrelat/. A promise 
arising out of immoral circumstances is invalid. 

Quiet, v. To pacify; to render secure or unassailable by 
the removal of disquieting causes or disputes. 

Quiet, adj. Unmolested; tranquil; free from interfer­
ence or disturbance. 

Quiet enjoyment. A covenant, usually inserted in leases 
and conveyances on the part of the grantor, promising 
that the tenant or grantee shall enjoy the possession and 
use of the premises in peace and without disturbance. 
In connection with the landlord-tenant relationship, the 
covenant of quiet enjoyment protects the tenant's right 
to freedom from serious interferences with his or her 
tenancy. Manzaro v. McCann, 401 Mass. 880, 519 
N.E.2d 1337, 1341. (Ringing for more than one day of 
smoke alarms in an apartment building could be suffi­
cient interference with the tenant's quiet enjoyment of 
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leased premises to justify relief against the landlord.) 
See, e.g., Mass.G.L. c. 186, § 14. 

Quieta non movere Ikwayiyta non maviriy/. Not to 
unsettle things which are established. 

Quietare Ikwayateriy I. L. Lat. To quit, acquit, dis­
charge, or save harmless. A formal word in old deeds of 
donation and other conveyances. 

Quiete clamantia Ikwayiytiy klamrensh(iy)a/. L. Lat. 
In old English law, quitclaim. 

Quiete clamare Ikwayiytiy klameriy I. L. Lat. To quit­
claim or renounce all pretensions of right and title. 

Quiet title action. A proceeding to establish the plain­
tiffs title to land by bringing into court an adverse 
claimant and there compelling him either to establish 
his claim or be forever after estopped from asserting it. 
See also Action to quiet title; Cloud on title. 

Quietus Ikwayiytas/. In old English law, quit; acquit­
ted; discharged. A word used by the clerk of the pipe, 
and auditors in the exchequer, in their acquittances or 
discharges given to accountants; usually concluding 
with an abinde recessit quietus (hath gone quit thereof), 
which was called a "quietus est." 

A final discharge or acquittance, as from a debt or 
obligation; that which silences claims. State ex reI. 
Jones v. Edwards, 203 La. 1039, 14 So.2d 829, 834. 

Quietus redditus Ikwayiytas redatasl. In old English 
law, quitrent. See Quit rent. 

Qui evertit causam, evertit causatum futurum Ikwliy 
av;}rtat kozam, av;}rtat kozeytam fyuwtyuram/. He who 
overthrows the cause overthrows its future effects. 

Qui ex damnato coitu nascuntur inter liberos non 

computentur Ikwliy eks dremneytow kowatyuw nres­
k;}ntar intar libarows non kompyuwtentar/. Those who 
are born of an unlawful intercourse are not reckoned 
among the children. 

Qui facit id quod plus est, facit id quod minus est, 

sed non convertitur Ikway feysat id kwod pl;}s est, 
feysat id kwod mliynas est, sed non kanv;}rtatar I. He 
who does that which is more does that which is less, but 
not vice versa. 

Qui facit per alium facit per se Ikway feysat p;}r 
eyl(i)yam feysat p;}r siy I. He who acts through another 
acts himself [i.e., the acts of an agent are the acts of the 
principal]. 

Qui habet jurisdictionem absolvendi, habet jurisdic­

tionem ligandi Ikway heybat jurasdikshiyownam 
rebsolvenday, hrebat jurasdikshiyownam bgrenday/. He 
who has jurisdiction to loosen, has jurisdiction to bind. 
Applied to writs of prohibition and consultation, as 
resting on a similar foundation. 

Qui hreret in litera hreret in cortice Ikway hirat in 
litara hirat in kortasiy I. He who considers merely the 
letter of an instrument goes but skin deep into its 
meaning. 

QUI MELIUS PROBAT MELIUS HABET 

Qui ignorat quantum solvere debeat, non potest im­

probus videre Ikwliy ignorat kwontam solvariy debiyat, 
non powtast improwbas vidiriy I. He who does not know 
what he ought to pay, does not want probity in not 
paying. 

Qui improvide Ikwliy improvadiy I. A supersedeas 
granted where a writ was erroneously sued out or misa­
warded. 

Qui in jus dominiumve alterius succedit jure ejus uti 

debet Ikwliy in j;}S daminiy;}mviy oltarliyas saksiydat 
juriy iyjas yuwtay debat/. He who succeeds to the right 
or property of another ought to use his right, [i.e., holds 
it subject to the same rights and liabilities as attached to 
it in the hands of the assignor]. 

Qui in utero est pro jam nato habetur, quoties de 
ejus commodo qureritur Ikwliy in yuwtarow est prow 
jrem neytow habiytar, kwowshiyiyz diy iyjas komadow 
kwiratar/. He who is in the womb is held as already 
born, whenever a question arises for his benefit. 

Qui jure suo utitur, nemini facit injuriam Ikway juriy 
s(y)uwow yuwt;}t;}r, nem;}nay feys;}t injuriy;}mI . He who 
uses his legal rights harms no one. 

Qui jussu judicis aliquod fecerit non videtur dolo 

malo fecisse, quia parere necesse est Ikway j;}s(y)uw 
juwd;}sas rel;}kwod fesarat non v;}diyt;}r dowlow mrelow 
f;}sisiy, kwliy;} paririy n;}sesiy est/. Where a person does 
an act by command of one exercising judicial authority, 
the law will not suppose that he acted from any wrong­
ful or improper motive, because it was his bounden duty 
to obey. 

Quilibet potest renunciare juri pro se introducto 

Ikwliybb;}t powt;}st ran;}nshiyeriy juray prow siy 
ind�ktow I. Every one may renounce or relinquish a 
right introduced for his own benefit. 

Qui male agit odit lucem Ikway mreliy eyjat owtat 
l(y)uws;}m/. He who acts badly hates the light. 

Qui mandat ipse fecissi videtur Ikway mrend;}t ipsiy 
f;}sisay v;}diyt;}r/. He who commands [a thing to be 
done] is held to have done it himself. 

Qui melius probat melius habet Ikway miyl(i)y;}s 
prowb;}t miyl(i)y;}s heyb;}t/. He who proves most recov­
ers most. 

Qui molitur insidias in patriam id facit quod insanus 

nauta perforans navem in qua vehitur Ikway molatar 
insidiy;}s in pretriyam id feysat kwod inseyn;}s noda 
p�rf;}rren(d)z neyv;}m in kwey viy(h)atar/. He who be­
trays his country is like the insane sailor who bores a 
hole in the ship which carries him. 

Qui nascitur sine legitimo matrimonio, matrem se­
quitur Ikway nres;}t;}r sliyniy bjit;}mow 
mretr;}mown(i)yow, mretr;}m sekw;}d;}r/. He who is born 
out of lawful matrimony follows the condition of the 
mother. 

Qui non cadunt in constantem virum vani timores 
sunt restimandi Ikwliy non kredant in k;}nstrentam 
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vayr�m veynay tim6riyz s;}nt est�mrenday/. Those fears 
are to be esteemed vain which do not affect a firm man. 

Qui non habet, ilIe non dat Ikway non heyb�t, iliy non 
dretl. He who has not, gives not. He who has nothing 
to give, gives nothing. A person cannot convey a right 
that is not in him. If a man grant that which is not his, 
the grant is void. 

Qui non habet in rere, luat in corpore, ne quis pecce­
tur impune Ikway non heyb�t in eriy, l(y)uw�t in 
k6rp�riy, niy kwis p�ksiyt�r impyuwniy/. He who can­
not pay with his purse must suffer in his person, lest he 
who offends should go unpunished. 

Qui non habet potestatem aIienandi habet necessita­
tem retinendi Ikway non heyb�t powt�stedt�m reli­
y�nrenday heyb�t n�ses�teyt�m ret�nenday I. He who 
has not the power of alienating is obliged to retain. 

Qui non improbat, approbat Ikway non impr�b�t, 
repr�b�t/. He who does not blame, approves. 

Qui non Iibere veritatem pronunciat proditor est 
veritatis Ikway non lib�riy vehr�teyt�m pr�n,)nshiy�t 
pr6wd�t�r est vehr�teyt�sl. He who does not freely 
speak the truth is a betrayer of the truth. 

Qui non negat fJ!i.etur Ikway non neg�t fretiyt�r I. He 
who does not deny, admits. A well-known rule of plead­
ing. 

Qui non obstat quod obstare potest, facere videtur 
Ikway non 6bstret kw6d obsteriy p6wt�st, fres�riy 
v�diyt�r/. He who does not prevent [a thing] which he 
can prevent, is considered to do [as doing] it. 

Qui non prohibet id quod prohibere potest assentire 
videtur Ikway non pr6w(h)�b�d id kwod prow­
(h)�biriy p6wt�st res�ntayriy v�diyt�r I. He who does not 
forbid what he is able to prevent, is considered to assent. 

Qui non propulsat injuriam quando potest, infert 
Ikway non pr�p,)ls�t �njur(i)y�m kw6ndow p6wt�st, 
inf�rt/. He who does not repel an injury when he can, 
induces it. 

Quinquepartite Ikwinkw�partayt/. Consisting of five 
parts; divided into five parts. 

Quintal, or kintal Ikwint�lI. A weight of one hundred 
pounds. 

Quinto exactus Ikwintow �gzrekt�sl. In old English 
practice, called or exacted the fifth time. A return 
made by the sheriff, after a defendant had been pro­
claimed, required, or exacted in five county courts suc­
cessively, and failed to appear, upon which he was 
outlawed by the coroners of the county. 3 Bl.Comm. 
283. 

Qui obstruit aditum, destruit commodum Ikwily 6b­
struw�d red�t�m, destruw�t k6m�d�m/. He who ob­
structs a way, passage, or entrance destroys a benefit or 
convenience. He who prevents another from entering 
upon land destroys the benefit which he has from · it. 

Qui omne dicit nihil excludit Ikwily 6mniy dis�t 
nay(h);l ;kskl(y)uwd;t/. He who says all excludes noth­
ing. 
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Qui parcit nocentibus innocentes punit Ikwily pars�t 
n�sent�b�s in�sentiyz pyuwn�t/. He who spares the 
guilty punishes the innocent. 

Qui peccat ebrius luat sobrius Ikwily pek�t iybriy�s 
l(y)uw�t s6wbriy�s/. He who sins when drunk shall be 
punished when sober. 

Qui per aIium facit per seipsum facere videtur Ikway 
p;}r eyl(i)y�m feys�t p;}r siyips�m fres�riy v�diyt�r/. He 
who does a thing by an agent is considered as doing it 
himself. 

Qui per fraudem agit frustra agit Ikway p;}r fr6d�m 
eyj�t fr,)str� eyj�t/. What a man does fraudulently he 
does in vain. 

Qui potest et debet vetare, jubet Ikwily p6wt�st et 
deb;t v�teriy, juwb�t/. He who can and ought to forbid 
a thing [if he do not forbid it] directs it. 

Qui primum peccat ilie facit rixam Ikwily praym�m 
pek�t iliy feys�t riks�m/. He who sins first makes the 
strife. 

Qui prior est tempore potior est jure Ikwily pray�r est 
temp�riy p6wsh(iy)�r est juriy I. He who is before in 
time is the better in right. Priority in time gives 
preference in law. A maxim of very extensive applica­
tion, both at law and in equity. 

Qui pro me aliquid facit mihi fecisse videtur Ikway 
prow miy rel�kwid feys�t may(h)ay f�sisiy v�diyt�r I. He 
who does anything for me appears to do it to me. 

Qui providet sibi providet hreredibus Ikwily pr6v�d�t 
sibay pr6v�d�t h�red�b�s/. He who provides for himself 
provides for his heirs. 

Qui rationem in omnibus qurerunt rationem subver­
tunt Ikwily rreshiy6wn�m in 6mn�b�s kwir�nt rre­
shiy6wn�m s�bv�rt�ntl. They who seek a reason for 
everything subvert reason. 

Quiritarian ownership Ikwihr�ter(i)y�n 6wn�rship/. In 
Roman law, ownership held by a title recognized by the 
municipal law, in an object also recognized by that law, 
and in the strict character of a Roman citizen. 

Qui sciens solvit indebitum donandi consilio id vide­
tur fecisse Ikwily say�nz s61v�t indeb�t�m d�nrenday 
k�nsil(i)yow id v�diyt�r f�sisiy I. One who knowingly 
pays what is not due is supposed to have done it with 
the intention of making a gift. 

Qui semel actionem renunciaverit ampIius repetere 
non potest Ikwily sem�l rekshiy6wn�m r�n;}nshiyeyv;r�t 
rempliy�s r�pet�riy non p6wt�st/. He who has once 
relinquished his action cannot bring it again. A rule 
descriptive of the effect of a retraxit an� nolle prosequi. 

Qui semel est malus, semper prresumitur esse malus 
in eodem genere Ikwily sem�l est mrel;s, semp�r 
pr�z(y)uwm;t�r esiy mrel�s in iy6wd�m jen;riy/. He 
who is once criminal is presumed to be always criminal 
in the same kind or way. 



1251 

Qui sentit commodum sentire debet et onus Ikway 
sEmt:;)t kom:;)d:;)m sentayriy deb:;)t et own:;)s/. He who 
receives the advantage ought also to suffer the burden. 

Qui sentit onus sentire debet et commodum Ikway 
sent:;)t own:;)s sentayriy deb:;)t et kom:;)d:;)m/. He who 
bears the burden of a thing ought also to experience the 
advantage arising from it. 

Quisquis erit qui vult juris-consultus haberi conti­
nuet studium, velit a quocunque doceri Ikwiskwis 
ehr:;)t kway v�lt jur:;)sk:;)ns�lt:;)s h:;)biray k:;)ntinyuw:;)t 
st(y)uwd(i)y:;)m, vel:;)t ey kwowk�1Jkwiy dosiray/. Whoev­
er wishes to be a juris-consult, let him continually study, 
and desire to be taught by every one. 

Quisquis prresumitur bonus; et semper in dubiis pro 
reo respondendum Ikwiskwis pr:;)z(y)uwm:;)t:;)r bown:;)s; 
et semp:;)r in d(y)uwbiy:;)s prow riyow r:;)spondend:;)m/. 
Every one is presumed good; and in doubtful cases the 
resolution should be ever for the accused. 

Quit, v. To leave; remove from; surrender possession of; 
as when a tenant "quits" the premises or receives a 
"notice to quit." 

Notice to quit. A written notice given by a landlord to 
his tenant, stating that the former desires to repossess 
himself of the demised premises, and that the latter is 
required to quit and remove from the same at a time 
designated, either at the expiration of the term, if the 
tenant is in under a lease, or immediately, if the tenan­
cy is at will or by sufferance. 

Quit, adj. Clear; discharged; free; also spoken of per­
sons absolved or acquitted of a charge. 

Qui tacet, consentire videtur Ikway tcoes:;)t, konsentay­
riy v:;)diyt:;)r/. He who is silent is supposed to consent. 
The silence of a party implies his consent. 

Qui tacet consentire videtur, ubi tractatur de ejus 
commodo Ikway tres:;)t konsentayriy v:;)diyt:;)r, yuwbay 
trrektiyt:;)r diy iyj:;)s kom:;)dow/. He who is silent is 
considered as assenting, when his interest is at stake. 

Qui tacet non utique fatetur, sed tamen verum est 
eum non negare Ikway tres:;)t non y\iwt:;)kwiy f:;)tiyt:;)r, 
sed trem:;)n vir:;)m est iy:;)m non n:;)geriy I. He who is 
silent does not indeed confess, but yet it is true that he 
does not deny. 

Qui tam action Ikway trem reksh:;)n/. Lat. "Qui tam" is 
abbreviation of Latin phrase "qui tam pro domino rege 
quam pro si ipso in hac parte sequitur" meaning "Who 
sues on behalf of the King as well as for himself." It is 
an action brought by an informer, under a statute which 
establishes a penalty for the commission or omission of a 
certain act, and provides that the same shall be recover­
able in a civil action, part of the penalty to go to any 
person who will bring such action and the remainder to 
the state or some other institution. It is called a "qui 
tam action" because the plaintiff states that he sues as 

well for the state as for himself. U.S. v. Florida-Vander­
bilt Development Corp., D.C.Fla., 326 F.Supp. 289, 290. 
See also False Claims Act; Whistle-blower Acts. 

QUO ANIMO 

Qui tardius solvit, minus solvit Ikway tardiy:;)s solv:;)t, 
mayn:;)s solv:;)t/. He who pays more tardily [than he 
ought] pays less [than he ought]. 

Quitclaim, v. In conveyancing, to release or relinquish a 
claim; to execute a deed of quitclaim. See Quitclaim, n. 

Quitclaim, n. A release or acquittance given to one man 
by another, in respect of any action that he has or might 
have against him. Also acquitting or giving up one's 
claim or title. 

Quitclaim deed. A deed of conveyance operating by 
way of release; that is, intended to pass any title, 
interest, or claim which the grantor may have in the 
premises, but not professing that such title is valid, nor 
containing any warranty or covenants for title. In a 
number of states, a deed which purports to transfer 
nothing more than interest which grantor may have, if 
any, at time of transaction, and excludes any implica­
tion that he has any title or interest in described realty. 
Sabine Production Co. v. Guaranty Bank & Trust Co., 
La.App. 1 Cir., 432 So.2d 1047, 1052. Under the law of 
some states the grantor warrants in such deed that 
neither he nor anyone claiming under him has encum­
bered the property and that he will defend the title 
against defects arising under and through him, but as to 
no others. Compare Warranty deed. 

Qui timent, cavent vitant Ikway taym:;)nt, krev:;)nt 
vayt:;)nt/. They who fear, take care and avoid. 

Qui totum dicit nihil excipit Ikway towt:;)m dis:;)t 
nay(h):;)l eks:;)p:;)t/. He who says all excepts nothing. 

Quit rent. A rent paid by the tenant of the freehold, by 
which he goes quit and free,-that is, discharged from 
any other rent. 2 Bl.Comm. 42. 

Quittance I kwit:;)ns I . An abbreviation of "acquittance;" 
a release (q.v.). 

Qui vult decipi, decipiatur Ikway v�lt des:;)pay, 
d:;)sipiyeyt:;)r/. Let him who wishes to be deceived, be 
deceived. 

Quoad hoc Ikwowred hok/. Lat. As to this; with re­
spect to this; so far as this in particular is concerned. A 
prohibition quoad hoc is a prohibition as to certain 
things among others. Thus, where a party was com­
plained against in the ecclesiastical court for matters 
cognizable in the temporal courts, a prohibition quoad 
these matters issued, i.e., as to such matters the party 
was prohibited from prosecuting his suit in the ecclesias­
tical court. 

Quoad sacra Ikwowred seykr:;) I . Lat. As to sacred 
things; for religious purposes. 

Quo animo Ikwow ren:;)mow/. Lat. With what inten­
tion or motive. Used sometimes as a substantive, in lieu 
of the single word "animus, " design or motive. "The 
quo animo is the real subject of inquiry." 

Quocumque modo velit; quocumque modo possit 
Ikwowk�mkwiy mowdow vel:;)t; kwowk�mkwiy mowdow 
pos:;)t/. In any way he wishes; in any way he can. 



QUOD AB INITIO NON VALET 

Quod ab initio non valet in tractu temporis non 
convalescet Ikw6d reb :mish(iy)ow non vrel�t in 
trrekt(y)uw temp�r�s non konv�les�t/. That which is 
bad in its commencement improves not by lapse of time. 

Quod ad jus naturale attinet omnes homines requales 
sunt Ikw6d red j;}S nrety�reyliy ret�n�t 6mniyz h6m�niyz 
iykweyliyz s�nt/. All men are equal as far as the 
natural law is concerned. 

Quod redificatur in area legata cedit legato Ikwod 
ed�f�keyt�r in eriy� l�geyt� siyd�t l�geytow I. Whatever 
is built on ground given by will goes to the legatee. 

Quod alias bonum et justum est, si per vim vel frau­
dem petatur, malum et injustum efficitur Ikwod ey­
liy�s b6wn�m et j;}st�m est, say p�r vim vel fr6d�m 
p�teyt�r, mrebm ed inj;}st�m �fish�t�r/. What otherwise 
is good and just, if it be sought by force and fraud, 
becomes bad and unjust. 

Quod alias non fuit licitum, necessitas licitum facit 
Ikwod eyliy�s non f(y)uw�t lis�t�m, n�ses�tres lis�t�m 
feys�t/. What otherwise was not lawful, necessity 
makes lawful. 

Quod approbo non reprobo Ikwod repr�bow non 
repr�bow I. What I approve I do not reject. I cannot 
approve and reject at the same time. I cannot take the 
benefit of an instrument, and at the same time repudi­
ate it. 

Quod a quoque prenre nomine exactum est id eidem 
restituere nemo cogitur Ikw6d ey kw6wkwiy piyniy 
n6m�niy �gzrekt�m est id iyayd�m rest�t(y)uw�riy 
niymow k6j�t�r I. That which has been exacted as a 
penalty no one is obliged to restore. 

Quod attinet ad jus civile, servi pro nullis habentur, 
non tamen et jure naturali, quia, quod ad jus natu­
rale attinet, omnes homines requales sunt Ikw6d 
ret�n�t red j;}S siv�liy, s;}rvay prow n;}l�s h�bent�r, non 
trem�n et juriy nrety�reylay, kway�, kw6d red j;}S 
n�ty�reyliy red�n�t, 6mniyz h6m�niyz iykweyliyz s�nt/. 
So far as the civil law is concerned, slaves are not 
reckoned as persons, but not so by natural law, for, so 
far as regards natural law, all men are equal. 

Quod billa cassetur Ikwod bib k�siyt�r I. That the bill 
be quashed. The common-law form of a judgment sus­
taining a plea in abatement, where the proceeding is by 
bill, i.e., by a capias instead of by original writ. 

Quod clerici beneficiati de cancellaria Ikwod 
klehr�say ben�fishiyeytay diy krens�leriy�/. A writ to 
exempt a clerk of the chancery from the contribution 
towards the proctors of the clergy in parliament, etc. 

Quod clerici non eligantur in officio ballivi, etc. 
Ikwod klehr�say non el�grent�r in �fish(iy)ow brelayvay/. 
A writ which lay for a clerk, who, by reason of some 
land he had, was made, or was about to be made, bailiff, 
beadle, reeve, or some such officer, to obtain exemption 
from serving the office. 

Quod computet Ikwod k6mpy�t�t/. That he account. 
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Judgment quod computet. A preliminary or interlocu­
tory judgment given in the action of account-render (also 
in the case of creditors' bills against an executor or 
administrator), directing that accounts be taken before a 
master or auditor. 

Quod constat clare non debet verificari Ikwod 
k6nstret kleriy non deb�t vehr�f�keray/. What is clearly 
apparent need not be proved. 

Quod constat curire opere testium non indiget Ikwod 
k6nstret kyuriyiy 6wp�riy testiy�m non ind�j�tI. That 
which appears to the court needs not the aid of witness­
es. 

Quod contra legem fit pro infecto habetur Ikwod 
k6ntr� liyj�m fit prow infektow h�biyt�r/. That which 
is done against law is regarded as not done at all. 

Quod contra rationem juris receptum est, non est 
producendum ad consequentias Ikwod k6ntr� 
rreshiy6wn�m jur�s r�sept�m est, n6n est prowd�send�m 
red kons�kwensh(iy)�s/. That which has been received 
against the reason of the law is not to be drawn into a 
precedent. 

Quod cum Ikw6d k�m/. In common law pleading, for 
that whereas. A form of introducing matter of induce­
ment in certain actions, as assumpsit and case. 

Quodcunque aliquis ob tutelam corporis sui fecerit, 
jure id fecisse videtur Ikwodk;}nkwiy rel�kw�s ob 
t(y)uwtiyl�m k6rp�r�s s(y)uway fes�r�t, juriy id f�sisiy 
v�diyt�r I. Whatever any one does in defense of his 
person, that he is considered to have done legally. 

Quod datum est ecclesire, datum est deo Ikwod deyt�m 
est �kliyziyiy, deyt�m est diyow/. What is given to the 
church is given to God. 

Quod demonstrandi causa additur rei satis, demons­
tratre, frustra fit Ikwod dem�nstrrenday k6z� red�t�r 
riyay seyt�s, dem�nstreytiy, fr;}str� fit I . What is added 
to a thing sufficiently palpable, for the purpose of dem­
onstration, is vain. 

Quod dubitas, ne feceris Ikw6d d(y)uwb�t�s, niy 
fes�r�s/. What you doubt of, do not do. In a case of 
moment, especially in cases of life, it is safest to hold 
that in practice which hath least doubt and danger. 

Quod ei deforceat Ikwod iyay d�f6rsiy�t/. In old Eng­
lish law, the name of a writ given by St. Westm. 2, 13 
Edw. I, c. 4, to the owners of a particular estate, as for 
life, in dower, by the curtesy, or in fee-tail, who were 
barred of the right of possession by a recovery had 
against them through their default or nonappearance in 
a possessory action, by which the right was restored to 
him who had been thus unwarily deforced by his own 
default. 3 Bl.Comm. 193. 

Quod enim semel aut bis existit, prretereunt legisla­
tores Ikw6d enim sem�l ot bis �gzist�t, pr�tehriy�nt 
lej�sl�t6riyz/. That which never happens but once or 
twice, legislators pass by. 
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Quod est ex necessitate nunquam introducitur, nisi 
quando necessarium Ikwod est eks n�ses�teytiy 
n:)IJkw�m intr�d(y)uws��r, naysay kwondow 
nes�seriy�m/. That which is of necessity is never intro­
duced, unless when necessary. 

Quod est inconveniens aut contra rationem non per­
missum est in lege Ikwod est ink�nviyn(iy)enz ot 
kontr� rreshiyown�m non p�rmis�m est in liyjiy I. That 
which is inconvenient or against reason is not permissi­
ble in law. 

Quod est necessarium est licitum Ikwod est 
nes�seriy�m est lis�t�m/. What is necessary is lawful. 

Quod factum est, cum in obscuro sit, ex affectione 
cujusque capit interpretationem Ikwod frekt�m est, 
k:}m in obsk(y)urow sit, eks �fekshiyowniy k(y)uw­
j:}skwiy krep�t �nt�rpr�teyshiyown�m/. When there is 
doubt about an act, it receives interpretation from the 
(known) feelings of the actor. 

Quod fieri debet facile prresumitur Ikwod fay�ray 
deb�t fres�liy pr�z(y)uwm�t�r/. That which ought to be 
done is easily presumed. 

Quod fieri non debet, factum valet Ikwod fay�ray non 
deb�t, frekt�m vrel�t/. That which ought not to be done, 
when done, is valid. 

Quod fuit concessum Ikwod f(y)uw�t k�nses�m/. 
Which was granted. A phrase in the reports, signifying 
that an argument or point made was conceded or ac­
quiesced in by the court. 

Quod inconsulto fecimus, consultius revocemus 
Ikwod ink�ns:}ltow fes�m�s, k�ns:}lsh(iy)�s rev�siym�s/. 
What we have done without due consideration, upon 
better consideration we may revoke. 

Quod initio non valet, tractu temporis non valet 
Ikwod �nish(iy)ow non vrel�t, trrekt(y)uw temp�r�s non 
vrel�t/. A thing void in the beginning does not become 
valid by lapse of time. 

Quod initio vitiosum est non potest tractu temporis 
convalescere Ikwod �nish(iy)ow vishiyows�m est non 
powt�st trrekt(y)uw temp�r�s konv�les�riy I. That which 
is void from the beginning cannot become valid by lapse 
of time. 

Quod in jure scripto "jus" appellatur, id in lege 
anglire "rectum" esse dicitur Ikwod in juriy skriptow 
j:}s rep�leyt�r, id in liyjiy reIJgliyiy rekt�m esiy dis�t�r/. 
What in the civil law is called "jus, " in the law of 
England is said to be "rectum " (right). 

Quod in minori valet valebit in majori; et quod in 
majori non valet nec valebit in minori Ikwod in 
m�noray vrebt v�liyb�t in m�joray; et kwod in m�joray 
non vrebt nek v�liyb�t in m�noray I. That which is valid 
in the less shall be valid in the greater; and that which 
is not valid in the greater shall neither be valid in the 
less. 

Quod in uno similium valet valebit in altero Ikwod in 
yuwnow s�miliy�m vrel�t v�liyb�t in olt�row I. That 

QUOD NON FUIT NEGATUM 

which is effectual in one of two like things shall be 
effectual in the other. 

Quod ipsis qui contraxerunt obstat, et successoribus 
eorum obstabit Ikwod ips�s kwliy kontrreksir�nt 
obstret, et s�ksesor�b�s iyor�m obsteyb�tI. That which 
bars those who have made a contract will bar their 
successors also. 

Quod jussu Ikwod j:}s(y)uw/. Lat. In the civil law, the 
name of an action given to one who had contracted with 
a son or slave, by order of the father or master, to 
compel such father or master to stand to the agreement. 

Quod jussu alterius solvitur pro eo est quasi ipsi 
solutum esset Ikwod j:}s(y)uw olt�ray�s solv�t�r prow 
iyow est kweysay ipsay s�l(y)uwt�m es�t/. That which 
is paid by the order of another is the same as though it 
were paid to himself. 

Quod meum est sine facto meo vel defectu meo amitti 
vel in alium transferri non potest Ikwod miy�m est 
sayniy frektow miyow vel d�fekt(y)uw miyow �mitay vel 
in eyl(i)y�m trrensf:}ray non powt�st/. That which is 
mine cannot be lost or transferred to another without 
my alienation or forfeiture. 

Quod meum est sine me auferri non potest Ikwod 
miy�m est sayniy miy Ofehray non powt�st/. That 
which is mine cannot be taken away without me [with­
out my assent]. 

Quod minus est in obligationem videtur deductum 
Ikwod mayn�s est in obl�geyshiyown�m v�diyt�r 
d�d:}kt�m/. That which is the less is held to be import­
ed into the contract; (e.g., A. offers to hire B.'s house at 
six hundred dollars, at the same time B. offers to let it 
for five hundred dollars; the contract is for five hundred 
dollars). 

Quod naturalis ratio inter omnes homines constituit, 
vocatur jus gentium Ikwod nrety�reyl�s reysh(iy)ow 
int�r omniyz hom�niyz k�nstityuw�t, vowkeyt�r j:}s 
jensh(iy)�m/. That which natural reason has estab­
lished among all men is called the "law of nations." 

Quod necessarie intelligitur non deest Ikwod nes�se­
riyiy int�lij�t�r non diyest/. That which is necessarily 
understood is not wanting. 

Quod necessitas cogit, defendit Ikwod n�ses�tres 
ko(w)j�t, d�fend�tI. That which necessity compels, it 
justifies. 

Quod non apparet non est; et non apparet judiciali­
ter ante judicium Ikwod non �prer�t non est et non 
�prer�t juwdishiyeybt�r rentiy juwdish(iy)�m/. That 
which appears not is not; and nothing appears judicially 
before judgment. 

Quod non capit christus, capit fiscus Ikwod non krep�t 
krist�s krep�t fisk�s/. What Christ [the church] does not 
take the treasury takes. Goods of a {elo de se go to the 
king. A maxim in old English law. 

Quod non fuit negatum Ikwod non f(y)uw�t n�geyt�m/. 
Which was not denied. A phrase found in the old 



QUOD NON FUIT NEGATUM 

reports, signifying that an argument or proposition was 
not denied or controverted by the court. 

Quod non habet principium non habet finem Ikwod 
non heyb�t pr�nsip(i)y�m non heyb�t fayn�m/. That 
which has not beginning has not end. 

Quod non legitur, non creditur Ikwod non lej�t�r non 
kred�t�r I. What is not read is not believed. 

Quod non valet in principali, in accessorio seu conse­
quenti non valebit; et quod non valet in magis 
propinquo non valebit in magis remoto Ikwod non 
vrel�t in prins�peylay, in reks�soriyow syuw kons�kwen­
tay non v�liyb�t; et kwod non vrel�t in meyj�s 
pr�pilJkwow non v�liyb�t in meyj�s r�mowtow I. That 
which is not good against the principal will not be good 
as to accessories or consequences; and that which is not 
of force in regard to things near it will not be of force in 
regard to things remote from it. 

Quod nota Ikwod nowt�/. Which note; which mark. A 
reporter's note in the old books, directing attention to a 
point or rule. 

Quod nullius esse potest id ut alicujus fieret nulla 
obligatio valet efficere Ikwod n�lay�s esiy powt�st id 
�d rel�kyuwj�s fay�r�t n�l� obl�geysh(iy)ow vrel�t �fis­
�riy/. No agreement can avail to make that the proper­
ty of any one which cannot be acquired as property. 

Quod nullius est, est domini regis Ikw6d n�lay�s est, 
est d6m�nay riyj�s/. That which is the property of 
nobody belongs to our lord the king. 

Quod nullius est, id ratione naturali occupanti 
conceditur Ikw6d n�lay�s est, id rreshiyowniy nrety�rey­
lay oky�prentay k�nsiyd�t�r I. That which is the proper­
ty of no one is, by natural reason, given to the [first] 
occupant. Adopted in the common law. 

Quod nullum est, nullum producit effectum Ikw6d 
n�l�m est, n�l�m pr�d(y)uws�t �fekt�m/. That which is 
null produces no effect. 

Quod omnes tangit ab omnibus debet supportari 
Ikwod 6mniyz trenj�t reb 6mn�b�s deb�t s�porteray (, 
That which touches or concerns all ought to be sup­
ported by all. 

Quod partes replacitent Ikw6d partiyz r�plres�t�nt/. 
That the parties do replead. 

Judgment quod partes replacitent. A judgment for re­
pleader which is given if an issue is formed on so 
immaterial a point that the court cannot know for 
whom to give judgment. The parties must then recon­
struct their pleadings. 

Quod partitio fiat Ikw6d partish(iy)ow fay�t/. That 
partition be made. The name of the judgment in a suit 
for partition, directing that a partition be effected. 

Quod pendet non est pro eo quasi sit Ikw6d pend�t 
non est prow iyow kweysay sit/. What is in suspense is 
considered as not existing during such suspense. 

Quod per me non possum, nec per alium Ikw6d p�r 
miy non p6s�m, nek p�r eyl(i)y�m/. What I cannot do 
by myself, I cannot by another. 
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Quod permittat Ikw6d p�rmit�t/. That he permit. In 
old English law, a writ which lay for the heir of him 
that was disseised of his common of pasture, against the 
heir of the disseisor. 

Quod permittat prosternere Ikw6d p�rmit�riy pr�s­
t�rn�riy I. That he permit to abate. In old practice, a 
writ, in the nature of a writ of right, which lay to abate 
a nuisance. 3 Bl.Comm. 221. 

Quod per recordum probatum, non debet esse nega­
tum Ikwod p�r r�k6rt�m pr�beyt�m, non det�t esiy 
n�geyt�m/. What is proved by record ought not to be 
denied. 

Quod persona nec prebendarii, etc. Ikw6d p�rsown� 
nek preb�nderiyay I. A writ which lay for spiritual 
persons, distrained in their spiritual possessions, for 
payment of a fifteenth with the rest of the parish. 

Quod populus postremum jussit, id jus ratum esto 
Ikwod p6p(y)�I�s p�striym�m j�s�t, id j�s reyt�m es­
tow I. What the people have last enacted, let that be the 
established law. A law of the Twelve Tables, the princi­
ple of which is still recognized. 1 Bl.Comm. 89. 

Quod primum est intentione ultimum est in opera­
tione IkwOd praym�m est intenshiy6wniy �lt�m�m est 
in op�reyshiy6wniy/. That which is first in intention is 
last in operation. 

Quod principi placuit, legis habet vigorem; ut pote 
cum lege regia, qure de imperio ejus lata est, popu­
lus ei et in eum omne suum imperium et potestatem 
conferat Ikwod prins�pay plrekyuw�t liyj�s heyb�t 
vig6r�m, �t p6wtiy k;}m liyjiy riyjiy�, kwiy diy impiriyow 
iyj�s leyt� est, popy�l�s iyay et in iy�m 6mniy syUw�m 
impiriy�m et p6wt�steyt�m k6nf�rretl. The will of the 
emperor has the force of law; for, by the royal law 
which has been made concerning his authority, the 
people have conferred upon him all its sovereignty and 
power. 

Quod prius est verius est; et quod prius est tempore 
potius est jure Ikwod pray�s est vihriy�s est; et kw6d 
pray�s est temp�riy powsh(iy)�s est juriy/. What is first 
is true; and what is first in time is better in law. 

Quod pro minore licitum est et pro majore licitum 
est Ikw6d prow m�n6riy lis�t�m est et prow m�j6riy 
lis�t�m est/. That which is lawful as to the minor is 
lawful as to the major. 

Quod prostravit Ikw6d prostreyv�tI. That he do abate. 
The name of a judgment upon an indictment for a 
nuisance, that the defendant abate such nuisance. 

Quod pure debetur prresenti die debetur Ikwod pyuriy 
d�biyt�r pr�zentay dayiy d�biyt�r/. That which is due 
unconditionally is due now. 

Quodque dissolvitur eodem modo quo ligatur Ikw6d­
kwiy d�z6Iv�t�r iyowd�m mowdow kwow l�geyt�r/. In 
the same manner that a thing is bound, in the same 
manner it is unbound. 

Quod quis ex culpa sua damnum sentit non intelligi­
tur damnum sentire Ikwod kwis eks k�lp� s(y)uw� 
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d�mn;m sent;t non int;lij;t;r d�mn;m sentayriy I. 
The damage which one experiences from his own fault is 
not considered as his damage. 

Quod quisquis norit in hoc se exerceat Ikwod kwisk­
wis nor;t in hok siy ;gz�rsiy;t/. Let every one employ 
himself in what he knows. 

Quod quis sciens indebitum debit hac mente, ut pos­
tea repeteret, repetere non potest Ikwod kwis say:mz 
indeb;t;m deb:}t hrek mentiy, ;)t powstiy:} r:}pet:}r:}t, 
rep:}tiriy non powt:}st/. That which one has given, 
knowing it not to be due, with the intention of rede­
manding it, he cannot recover back. 

Quod recuperet Ikwod r:}k(y)uwp:}r:}t/. That he recov­
er. The ordinary form of judgments for the plaintiff in 
actions at law. 

Judgment of quod recuperet. When an issue in fact, or 
an issue in law arising on a peremptory plea, is deter­
mined for the plaintiff, the judgment is "that the plain­
tiff do recover," etc., which is called a judgment quod 
recuperet. It is either final or interlocutory, according 
as the quantum of damages is or is not ascertained at 
the rendition of the judgment. 

Quod remedio destituitur ipsa re valet si culpa absit 
/kwod r;miyd(i)yow dest:}t(y)uw;t:}r ips:} riy v�l:}t say 
k�lp:} �bsit/. That which is without remedy avails of 
itself, if there be no fault in the party seeking to enforce 
it. 

Quod semel meum est amplius meum esse non potest 
Ikwod sem:}l miy:}m est �mpliy:}s miy:}m esiy non 
powt:}st/. What is once mine cannot be more fully 
mine. 

Quod semel placuit in electione, amplius displicere 
non potest Ikwod sem:}l pl�k(y)uw:}t in :}U�kshiyowniy, 
�mpliy:}s displis:}riy non powt:}stl. What a party has 
once determined, in a case where he has an election, 
cannot afterwards be disavowed. 

Quod si contingat Ikwod say kont:}l)g:}t/. That if it 
happen. Words by which a condition might formerly be 
created in a deed. 

Quod solo inredificatur solo cedit Ikwod sow low 
ined;f:}keyt:}r sowlow siyd:}t/. Whatever is built on the 
soil is an accessory of the soil. 

Quod sub certa forma concessum vel reservatum est 
non trahitur ad valorem vel compensationem Ikwod 
s;)b s�rt:} form:} k:}nses:}m vel rez:}rveyt:}m est non 
trey(h):}t:}r red v:}lor:}m vel

'
komp:}nseyshiyown:}m/. That 

which is granted or reserved under a certain form is not 
[permitted to be] drawn into valuation or compensation. 
That which is granted or reserved in a certain specified 
form must be taken as it is granted, and will not be 
permitted to be made the subject of any adjustment or 
compensation on the part of the grantee. 

Quod subintelligitur non deest Ikwod s;)bint:}lij:}t:}r 
non diyest/. What is understood is not wanting. 

QUORUM 

Quod tacite intelligitur deesse non videtur Ikwoo 
tres:}tiy int:}lij:}t:}r diyesiy non v:}diyt:}r I. What is tacitly 
understood is not considered to be wanting. 

Quod vanum et inutile est, lex non requirit Ikwoo 
veyn:}m et inyu.wt:}liy est, leks non r:}kwayr:}t/. The law 
requires not what is vain and useless. 

Quod vero contra rationem juris receptum est, non 
est producendum ad consequentias Ikwod virow 
kontr:} rreshiyown:}m jur:}s r:}sept:}m est, non est 
prowd:}send:}m red kons:}kwensh(iy):}s/. But that which 
has been admitted contrary to the reason of the law, 
ought not to be drawn into precedents. 

Quod vide Ikwod vaydiy I. Which see. A direction to 
the reader to look to another part of the book, or to 
another book, there named, for further related informa­
tion. Usually abbreviated "q.v." 

Quod voluit non dixit Ikwod vol(y)uw:}t non diks:}t/. 
What he intended he did not say, or express. An 
answer sometimes made in overruling an argument that 
the lawmaker or testator meant so and so. 

Quo jure Ikwow juriy I. Lat. In old English practice, a 
writ which lay for one that had land in which another 
claimed common, to compel the latter to show by what 
title he claimed it. 

Quo ligatur, eo dissolvitur Ikwow l:}geyt:}r, iyow 
d:}zolv:}t:}r I. By the same mode by which a thing is 
bound, by that is it released. 

Quo minus Ikwow mayn:}sl. Lat. A writ upon which 
all proceedings in the court of exchequer were formerly 
grounded. In it the plaintiff suggests that he is the 
king's debtor, and that the defendant has done him the 
injury or damage complained of, quo minus sufficiens 
existit, by which he is less able to pay the king's debt. 
This was originally requisite in order to give jurisdiction 
to the court of exchequer; but now this suggestion is a 
mere form. 3 Bl.Comm. 46. 

Quo modo quid constituitur eodem modo dissolvitur 
Ikwow mowdow kwid konst:}t(y)uwt:}r iyowd:}m mowdow 
d:}zolv:}t:}r/. In the same manner by which anything is 
constituted by that it is dissolved. 

Quorum I kwor:}m I . A majority of the entire body; e.g., 
a quorum of a state supreme court. The number of 
members who must be present in a deliberative body 
before business may be transacted. In both houses of 
Congress a quorum consists of a majority of those chosen 
and sworn. 

Such a number of the members of a body as is compe­
tent to transact business in the absence of the other 
members. The idea of a quorum is that, when that 
required number of persons goes into a session as a 
body, such as directors of a corporation, the votes of a 
majority thereof are sufficient for binding action. Ben­
intendi v. Kenton Hotel, 294 N.Y. 112, 60 N.E.2d 829, 
831. When a committee, board of directors, meeting of 
shareholders, legislature or other body of persons cannot 
act unless a certain number at least of them are present, 
that number is called a "quorum." In the absence of 



QUORUM 

any law or rule fixing the quorum, it consists of a 
majority of those entitled to act. 

Quorum prretextu nec auget nec minuit sententiam, 
sed tantum confirmat prremissa /kwor;)m 
pr;)tekst(y)uw nek og;)nt nek min(y)uw;)t s;)ntensh(iy);)m, 
sed tamt;)m k;)nf�rm;)t pr;)mis;)/. "Quorum prretextu" 
neither increases nor diminishes a sentence, but only 
confirms that which went before. 

Quota /kwowt;)/. A proportional part or share, the 
proportional part of a demand or liability, falling upon 
each of those who are collectively responsible for the 
whole. 

An assigned goal, as a sales quota; a limiting number 
or percentage such as the quota of immigrants from a 
particular country. 

See also Export quotas; Import quota. 

Quotation. The presentation or production to a court or 
judge of the exact language of a statute, court opinion, 
precedent, or other authority, in support of an argument 
or proposition advanced. 

The verbatim transcription of part of a literary com­
position into another book or writing. 

A statement of the market price of one or more 
securities or commodities; or the price specified to a 
correspondent. Often shortened to "quote." The high­
est bid to buy and the lowest offer to sell a security or 
commodity in a given market at a given time. 

Quotiens dubia interpretatio Iibertatis est, secundum 
Iibertatem respondendum erit /kwowsh(iy)enz 
d(y)uwbiy;) int�rpr;)teysh(iy)ow lib;)rteyt;)s est, s;)k�nd;)m 
Bb;)rteyt;)m respondend;)m ehr;)t/. Whenever there is a 
doubt between liberty and slavery, the decision must be 
in favor of liberty. 

Quotiens idem sermo duas sententias exprimit, ea 
potissimum accipiatur, qure rei gerendre aptior est 
/kwowsh(iy)enz ayd;)m s�rmow d(y)uw;)s s;)nten­
sh(iy);)s ekspr;)m;)t, iy;) p;)tis;)m;)m ;)ksipiyeyt;)r, kwiy 
riyay j;)renday repshiy;)r est/. Whenever the same 
words express two meanings, that is to be taken which is 
the better fitted for carrying out th� proposed end. 

Quotient verdict /kwowsh;)nt v�rdikt/. A verdict re­
sulting from agreement whereby each juror writes down 
amount of damages to which he thinks party is entitled 
and such amounts are then added together and divided 
by number of jurors. Index Drilling Co. v. Williams, 242 
Miss. 775, 137 So.2d 525, 530. A chance verdict such 
that no juror knows what the verdict will be when he 
submits his vote on damages because the final amount is 
calculated by a preagreed formula. Freight Terminals, 
Inc. v. Ryder System, Inc., C.A.Tex., 461 F.2d 1046, 1053. 

While the general rule is that the use of a quotient 
verdict is improper and constitutes grounds for a new 
trial, Niebla v. Flying Tigers, Inc., Fla.App., 533 So.2d 
816, it has been held that evidence that the jury utilized 
the quotient verdict process at some point in their 
deliberations was not fatal to the verdict, so long as the 
figure reached was discussed by the jury and agreed 
upon as a fair expression of their opinion, McKay v. City 
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of Tulsa, Okl., 763 P.2d 703, 705, 706; and, is not 
objectionable if, after it is determined, the jury deliber­
ates further and accepts the result as just, National RR 
Passenger Corp. v. Two Parcels of Land, One 1691 Sq. 
Foot More or Less Parcel of Land in Town of New 
London, New London County and State of Conn., C.A. 
Conn., 822 F.2d 1261, 1268. 

Quoties dubia interpretatio Iibertatis est, secundum 
Iibertatem respondendum erit /kwowshiy(iy)z 
d(y)uwbiy;) int�rpr;)teysh(iy)ow Hb;)rteyt;)s est, s;)k�nd;)m 
lib;)rteyt;)m r;)spondend;)m est!. Whenever the interpre­
tation of liberty is doubtful, the answer should be on the 
side of liberty. 

Quoties idem sermo duas sententias exprimit, ea po­
tissimum excipiatur, qure rei gerendre aptior est 
/kwowshiy(iy)z ayd;)m s�rmow d(y)uw;)s s;)ntensh(i)y;)s 
ekspr;)m;)t, iy;) p;)tis;)m;)m ekspr;)m;)t, kwiy riyay j;)ren­
day repshiy;)r est/. Whenever the same language ex­
presses two meanings that should be adopted which is 
the better fitted for carrying out the subject-matter. 

Quoties in stipulationibus ambigua oratio est, com­
modissimum est id accipi quo res de qua agitur in 
tuto sit /kwowshiy(iy)z in stipy;)leyshiyown;)b;)s 
rembig(y)uw;) oreysh(iy)ow est, kom;)dis;)m;)m est id 
reks;)pay kWQW riyz diy kwey eyj;)t;)r in t(y)uwtow sit/. 
Whenever the language of stipulations is ambiguous, it 
is most fitting that that [sense] should be taken by 
which the subject-matter may be protected. 

Quoties in verbis nulla est ambiguitas, ibi nulla ex­
positio contra verba fienda est /kwowshiy(iy)z in 
v�rb;)s n�l;) est remb;)gyuw;)tres, aybay n�l;) 
eksp;)zish(iy)ow kontr;) v�rb;) fayend;) est!. When in the 
words there is no ambiguity, then no exposition contrary 
to the words is to be made. 

Quousque /kwow�skwiy /. Lat. How long; how far; 
until. In old conveyances it is used as a word of limita­
tion. 

Quovis modo /kwowvis mowdow/. Lat. In whatever 
manner. 

Quo warranto /kwow w;)rrentow /. In old English prac­
tice, a writ in the nature of a writ of right for the king, 
against him who claimed or usurped any office, fran­
chise, or liberty, to inquire by what authority he sup­
ported his claim, in order to determine the right. It lay 
also in case of non-user, or long neglect of a franchise, or 
misuser or abuse of it; being a writ commanding the 
defendant to show by what warrant he exercises such a 
franchise, having never had any grant of it, or having 
forfeited it by neglect or abuse. 3 Bl.Comm. 262. 

A common law writ designed to test whether a person 
exercising power is legally entitled to do so. An extraor­
dinary proceeding, prerogative in nature, addressed to 
preventing a continued exercise of authority unlawfully 
asserted. Johnson v. Manhattan Ry. Co., N.Y., 289 U.S. 
479, 53 S.Ct. 721, 77 L.Ed. 1331. It is intended to 
prevent exercise of powers that are not conferred by 
law, and is not ordinarily available to regulate the 
manner of exercising such powers. 
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An ancient prerogative right through which the state 
acts to protect itself and the good of public generally 
through its chosen agents as provided by its Constitution 
and laws, though sometimes it is brought at instance of 
and for benefit of a private individual who may have a 
special interest. Lewis v. Drake, Tex.App., 641 S.W.2d 
392, 394. Legal action · whereby legality of exercise of 
powers by municipal corporation may be placed in issue. 
People ex rel. City of Des Plaines v. Village of Mount 
Prospect, 29 Ill.App.3d 807, 331 N.E.2d 373, 377. 

In the law of corporations, quo warranto may be used 
to test whether a corporation was validly organized or 
whether it has power to engage in the business in which 
it is involved. 

The federal rules are applicable to proceedings for quo 
warranto " to the extent that the practice in such pro­
ceedings is not set forth in statutes of the United States 
and has heretofore conformed to the practice in civil 
actions." Fed.R. Civil P. 81(a)(2). Any remedy that 
could have been obtained under the historic writ of quo 
warranto may be obtained by a civil action of that 
nature. U. S. v. Nussbaum, D.C.Cal., 306 F.Supp. 66. 

Quum de lucro duorum qureratur, melior est causa 
possidentis Ik:lm diy l(y)uwkrow d(y)uwor::lm 
kW::lreyt::lr, miyl(i)Y::lr est kOZ::l p::lsidiyEmt::lsl. When the 

Q.V. 

question is as to the gain of two persons, the title of the 
party in possession is the better one. 

Quum in testamento ambigue aut etiam perperam 

scriptum est, benigne interpretari et secundum id 
quod credible et cogitatum, credendum est Ik:lm in 
test::lmEmtow rembigyuwiy ot esh(iY)::lm p:lrp::lr::lm 
skript::lm est, b::lnigniy int;}rpr::lteray et s::lk:lnd::lm id 
kwod kr::ldib::lliy et koj::lteyt::lm, kr::ldend::lm est!. When 
in a will an ambiguous or even an erroneous expression 
occurs, it should be construed liberally and in accord­
ance with what is thought the probable meaning of the 
testator. 

Quum principalis causa non consistit ne ea quidem 
qure sequuntur locum habent Ik;lm prins::lpeybs koz::l 
non k::lnsist::lt niy iY::l kwayd::lm kwiy s::lkw:lnt::lr lowk::lm 
heyb::lnt/. When the principal does not hold, the inci­
dents thereof ought not to obtain. 

Quum quod ago non valet ut ago, valeat quantum 
valere potest Ik:lm kwod eygow non vrel::lt ;}t eygow, 
vreliY::lt kwont::lm v::lliriy powt::lst/. When what I do is of 
no force as to the purpose for which I do it, let it be of 
force to as great a degree as it can. 

Q.V. An abbreviation of "quod vide," meaning "which 
see". 




